/Scripture Reading:

Romans 12:1-2
Key Verse:

"1 beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present
your bodiesaliving
sacrifice, holy, accepta-
ble unto God, which
isyour reasonable
service."
Romans 12:1

We have been studying all of
the wonderful things God has done
for usin Christ. We have seen how
God put us in Christ, how He deli-
vered us from the kingdom of
darkness, how He has delivered us
from the power of sin, the flesh, the
world, and from Satan. We have
seen how Christ came back to live
in us that we might fulfill the
righteous requirements of the law.

All of these wonderful things
are "the mercies of God." We
deserved nothing but death, but
God has freely bestowed all of
these great blessings on us. Now
God asks us to do something for
Him.

What does God ask us to
do? God asks us to consecrate
ourselves to Him. Let us hear what
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God says to us through His servant
Paul:

"1 beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God,
which isyour reasonable
service." Romans12:1

What is consecration? What
is the basis of consecration? What
is its motive? What is the result of
consecration? These are important
guestions, and we are going to find
the answers in this lesson.

Present your body a living sacrifice.

What Consecration
means

What is consecration? Conse-
cration is the giving of my life to
God to do His will instead of my

own. It means that | present my
body to Him as a"living sacrifice.”

The animals which were offe-
red to God in the Old Testament
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were dain -- they were dead sacri-
fices. God does not ask meto place
my body upon an atar to be dain.
Instead, He asks me to become a
"living sacrifice™ This means that
He wants me to live for Him. Now
let's see more of the meaning of
consecration.

A dead
sacrifice

A Living
Sacrifice

The sacrifices in the Old
Testament were types of the Lord
Jesus. For example, when a lamb
was offered as a sin offering, it was
a type or picture of the Lord Jesus
dying on the cross for our sins.

But there was another sacrifice
which had nothing to do with sin.
This sacrifice was called "the burnt
offering.”

The Burnt Offering

What did the burnt offering
represent? It represented the Lord
Jesus offering up His life to the
Father to do Hiswill. This sacrifice
was very precious to God, and
from it we can learn many things
about consecration.
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"Not my will, but
Thine, be done."
Luke 22:42

|
The Burnt Offering

Consecration is Voluntary

Concerning the burnt offering,
the Bible says,

"1f any man of you bring
an offering unto the Lord ...
he shall offer it of his
own voluntary will ...."
Leviticus 1:2,3

This tells us that consecration
is "unto the Lord,"” and that it must
be voluntary. God does not compel
me to consecrate my life to Him;
instead, He says, "I beseech you."
God wants me to give my life to
Him, not because | have to, but
because | love Him and want to
serve Him.

Consecration is to the Lord

When | consecrate myself to
the Lord, does this mean that | am
giving my life to be a preacher or a
missionary? No, | do not consecra-
te myself to be a preacher or amis-
sionary? | consecrate myself TO
THE LORD, to do His will where-
ver | am -- in school, in the home,
or wherever He may send me. God
is the One who decides what He
wants me to do and where He
wants me to serve Him, and what-
ever He chooses for me is sure to
be the very best for me.

Consecration is the offe-
ring of a WHOLE LIFE to

God

God permitted four kinds of
creatures to be used as sacrifices in
the burnt offering. The people who
were wedthy brought a costly
animal such as a bullock; those with
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less wealth brought a sheep; and
those who could not afford either
of these brought a dove or a
pigeon. But, in each casg, it was
the offering up of a whole life to
God. God could not accept any-
thing less that this.

What does thistell us about con-
secration? It tells us that consecra-
tion is the offering up of a whole
lifeto God. | cannot give God part
of my life and keep part of it for
myself. This would not satisfy God,
and it would not satisfy me either.
All the joy and blessing in the
Christian life depend upon our
holding back nothing from God.

Consecration is Final

Once an animal was placed on
the altar as a burnt offering to God,
it was not taken down again. It was
holy unto God. The Bible says,

"... every devoted thing is
most holy unto the Lord."
Leviticus 27:28

Once | have dedicated my life
to God, | cannot take it back again.
God expects my dedication to be a
once-for-all giving of myself to
Him.

What happensif | fal into sin?
Does this mean that | must "rede-
dicate" my life to God? No, it does
not mean this. If | have sinned, |
should confess my sins to God so
that | can once more enjoy His
fellowship, but it is not necessary to
"rededicate”" to God something that
has already been given to Him.

Consecration is continual

The burnt offering was offered
to God each morning and each
evening, day by day, continualy.
What does this tell us about
consecration?

This tells us that our conse-
cration must be continual. My con-
secration begins with the act of
giving myself to the Lord, but it
does not end there. | must live out
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my consecration. Day by day, |
offer myself to the Lord to do His
will instead of my own will. Thisis
what the Lord Jesus meant when He
said,

"If any man will come after
Me, let him deny himself, and
take up hiscross DAILY, and

follow Me." Luke 9:23

Why should | Consecrate
Myself to the Lord?

Because | belong to Him. The
Bible says,

"What? know ye not that
your body isthe temple
of the Holy Ghost ... and
YE ARE NOT YOUR
OWN? For ye are bought
witha price...."
| Corinthians 6:19,20

"Ye are not your own...."

"... whether welive,
therefore, or die, we are
theLord's" Romans 14:8

These verses tell me plainly
that | am not my own. | belong to
the Lord. | have been bought with
aprice.

What was the price the Lord
Jesus paid for me? His own
precious blood! The Bible says,

"... Yewere not redeemed
with corruptible things,
assilver and gold ...
But with the precious
blood of Christ ...."
| Peter 1:18,19

The Lord Jesus has redeemed
me; He is my Lord and Maser; |

2
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belong to Him. Since | belong to
the Lord, it is only right that | give
myself to Him. The question is not,
"Do | belong to the Lord?" but
"Have | given to the Lord that
which aready belongs to Him?

Consecration is simply recog-
nizing Christ's ownership of me and
saying to Him, "Lord, | am Yours
by right, and | wish to be Y ours by
choice."

The Bible makes it clear that
this is "the reasonable service" of
every born-again person.

The Motive for Consecration

| know that | should give
myself to the Lord, but what makes
me want to do this? It isthe love of
Christ. The Bible says,

"The love of Christ
constraineth us."
[l Corinthians 5:14

When Christ's love touches
my heart, | can do nothing but fall
down before Him and offer my all
to Him. | say with the songwriter:

"When | survey the
wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of
glory died,
My richest gain, | count
but loss
And pour contempt on
all my pride.

"Were the whole realm
of nature mine,
That were a present far
too small
Love so amazing, so
divine,
Demands my soul,

MY LIFE, MY ALL."

What is the Purpose of
Consecration?
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The purpose of consecration is
that God's will may be done in my
life. Itisreally the Lord Jesus who
does God's will in me. The Bible

Says,

"Now the God of peace....
make you perfect in
every good work to do
Hiswill, working in you
that which iswell-pleasing
in His sight, THROUGH
JESUSCHRIST ...."
Hebrews 13:20,21
The Gospels tell us how the
Lord Jesus did His Father's will
when He lived here on earth. The
book of Acts tells us how He
continued to do the Father's will
through the apostles and disciples
of that day. Now, the Lord Jesus
wants to work through us to do
God'swill. To do this, He needs us

to offer our bodies to Him as a
living sacrifice.

The Lord Jesus has no
hands to do God's work here on
earth except our hands. He has no
feet to take God's message to the
lost except our feet. He has no lips
to tel men of Gods salvation
except our lips. This is why the
Bible says,

"1 beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present
your bodiesaliving
sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, whichis
your reasonable service."
Romans 12:1

When we give ourselves
completely to the Lord Jesus, He
will work through us even as the
Father worked through Him.

How do | Consecrate
myself to God?
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The Bible tells us that we are
to present ourselves to God "as
those that are aive from the dead."
God does not want me to offer my
old sdlf-life to Him. It is the new
life in Christ that God wants me to
present to Him. The Bible says,

"... yield yourselves unto
God, asthose that are
alivefromthedead ...."

Romans 6:13

God cannot use anything of
the old life. Only those who are
"adive from the dead" can serve
Him. Itisonly as| seethat | have
been crucified with Christ, buried
with Him, and raised up again with
Him, that | can truly consecrate my
life to God.

Present yourselves unto God as those that
are alive from the dead.

The Result of Consecration
is that | die to my own plans and
ambitions; | live to do the will of
God.

The Lord Jesusisour Exam-
ple. He did not come into the
world to do His own will or to be
great in the eyes of men. He came
to do the will of His Father.
Though He was God, He humbled
Himself and took upon Him the
form of aservant. He was obedient
to the will of God, even unto the
death of the cross. God now says
to us,

"Let thismind bein

you, which was also

in Christ Jesus....."
Philippians 2:5
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Do not think that, if you
consecrate your life to the Lord,
you will become a world famous
preacher or evangelist. Our
Saviour was despised and rejected

of men. We are His servants, and
the Bible says,

"The servant is not
greater than hisLord...."
John 13:16

No, we will not be great in the
eyes of men, but there is a great

blessing in consecration. What is
it?

The Blessing of Consecration
is in finding God's perfect will for
my life. God has a work for every
child of His. The Bible says,

"For weare His
workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath
before ordained that we

should walk in them."
Ephesians 2:10

When | consecrate my life to
the Lord, He can show me that
work which He has for me. My
greatest satisfaction comes when |
find God's will for my life and do
it. Think of joy of meeting the
Lord in glory and hearing Him say,

"Well done, thou good and
faithful servant ... Enter
thou into the joy of thy
Lord." Matthew 25:21

God has asked me to present
my body to Him as a living sacri-
fice. Thereis no substitute for this.
Prayer, Bible reading, Christian
work, witnessing, going to church -
- all of these things are good but
they will not take the place of
consecration.

Do you understand what God
is asking of you? Have you seen
that you belong to Him -- for al
time? Have you considered what
He has done for you? Has Christ's
love touched your heart so that you
want to give yourself to Him? If
so, study carefully the following
statement of consecration; then if
this is your decision, sign your
name to it.
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As a born-again person, | realize
that 1 belong to the Lord Jesus
Christ. | Corinthians 6:19,20

| believe that the Lord Jesus is
dwelling in me by His Spirit
because God's Word say so. |l
Corinthians 13:5 and Romans
8:9,10

| believe that He is seeking to
work out His purpose through me.
John 15:16 and Ephesians 2:10

| realize that my life must be

yielded to Him in order that He
may accomplish this purpose.
Romans 6:13

My Consecration

| hear His cal to me, "l beseech
you ... by the mercies of God ...
that ye present your body a living
sacrifice."

I now heed that call.

Lord Jesus, thisday, | definitely
consecrate my life to You to trust,
obey, and serve You the best |
know how while life shall last. |
pray that You will enable me to
live such a life of faith, love, and
devotion to You down here as |
will wish to have lived when | see
You face to face in Heaven.

Date:

\Signed: )

1. Turnto the Question Page and fill in the answers for this lesson before going on to the next lesson.

2. When you have studied the lessons and have completed the Question Page, carefully detach the question page.

3. Print your name and address in the space provided at the bottom of the Question Page. Also, print your name
and return address in the top left corner of the return envelope.

4. Fold the Question Page(s) and return them to the correspondence school. Place a First Class stamp on the
envelope and make sure the correspondence school name and address is printed on the return envelope before
mailing it back with your question pages.

Don't forget to writein your name and return address
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Please study the lesson carefully beforefilling in the answers.
QUESTIONS

1. Consecration isthe

2. The burnt offering represented

3. When | consecrate my lifeto the Lord, does this mean that | am giving my life to become a preacher or

missionary? . | give myself wherever | am.
4. Can | give part of my lifeto the Lord and keep part of it for myself? . Consecration is the offering
up of a life to God.

5. Why should I consecrate my lifeto God? Because . What was the

price the Lord Jesus paid for me?

6. | know that | should give myself to the Lord, but what makes me want to do this? Itis

7. The purpose of consecration is that
. Itisredly the

8. The Bible tells us that we are to present ourselvesto God "

9. Theresult of consecration isthat

2l live

10. My greatest satisfaction comes

Tell us about yourself....... Please Print! -
DON'T
FORGET
TO WRITE
IN YOUR

You must return answer sheet before you get next lesson.

Name

Mailing address NAME
AND
ADDRESS!

Town State Zip

Send in your answer sheet only!
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