Scripture Reading:

Ephesians 1:15-23
Ephesians 4:1-6

Key Verse:

"...we, being many, are
one Body in Christ, and
every one members one of

\ another." Romans 12:5

Even before God created the
first man, Adam, He knew that men
would rebel against Him. But God
had a great plan.

What did God plan? God
planned to call out people from
Adam's sinful race and to unite
them into one spiritual body called
"the Church." In this lesson we are
going to learn some great truths
concerning the Church.

The Church

When you hear the word
"church" you probably think of the
building in which you worship
God. You think of its steeple, its
pulpit, its pews, and its choir loft.
But this is only a building; it is not
"the church” that God speaks of in
His Word.

The word "church,"” as it is
used in the New Testament, means
"an assemble of called-out ones.” It
refers to PEOPLE, not a building.
It is speaking of believers -- those
whom God has redeemed.
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“If any man bein Christ, heisanew creature...” 11 Corinthians 5:17

One Body
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The Church is the Body

of Christ

But the Church is more than
just a vast number of redeemed
people. The Bible says that the
Church is "the Body of Christ."
God has not only called out from
Adam's sinful race a people for His
name, but He has united them into
one spiritual body -- the Body of
Christ. Speaking of believers, the
Bible says,

"... we, being many, are
one body in Christ ...."
Romans 12:5

"For we are members of
His body, of Hisflesh, and
of Hisbones. Thisisa
great mystery; but |
speak concerning Christ

and the church."
Ephesians 5:30,32
Toum, == gy
'-\\;‘__ - £ l,:: = Ij

AR,

o —+— llul‘ - .:':..'I |;i
i e gt 1
T e, #a)

God is calling out people from Adam's race
and uniting them into one spiritual body.

Christ is the Head of the

Body
A body must have a head, and
Christ is the Head of the Church,

EDNET ™ 1995

which is His Body. Speaking of
Christ, the Bible says,

"(God) hath put all things
under Hisfeet, and gave
Himto be the Head over
all thingsto the Church,

whichisHisBody ...."
Ephesians 1:22,23

CHRIST IS THE HEAD

o

The Church is the Body of Christ.

The Church was Not
Revealed in the Old

Testament

God's purpose to call a people
out of Adam's sinful race and to
unite them into one spiritual body
was not revedled to the Old
Testament prophets. But, in the
Gospels, we find that the Lord
Jesus prayed for His Church before
it came into being.

In His prayer recorded in John
17, the Lord Jesus prayed not only
for the disciples who were with

1



Course 3

Him at that time, but aso for al
who would believe on Him in the
future. He said,

"Neither pray | for these
alone, but for themalso
which shall believe on Me
et JONN 17:20

What did Jesus pray concern-
ing His believers? He prayed that
they might be onein Him:

"That they all may be one;
as Thou, Father, artin
Me, and | in Thee, that they
also may beoneinus...."
John 17:21

God's answer to this prayer of
the Lord Jesus is "the Church."
Why? Because al believers are
made one in the Church, the Body
of Christ.

The Birthday of the

Church

When did the Church come
into being? The Church came into
being on the day of Pentecost. The
Church had been in the mind of
God from eternity, but it was
formed on the day of Pentecost.

The word "pente® means
"fifty" and the day of Pentecost
came exactly 50 days after the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

Before He ascended back into
Heaven, the Lord Jesus commanded
His disciplesto go into al the world
and to preach the gospel to every
creature. But He aso told them to
wait for the coming of the Holy

Spirit.
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"For by one Spirit arle we all
baptized into one Body..."

On the day of Pentecost, 120
disciples were assembled in an
upper room in Jerusalem waiting
for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Suddenly, there was a sound from
Heaven like a mighty rushing wind.
It filled the house where they were
sitting. Tongues of fire sat on each
of the disciples. They were filled
with the Holy Spirit.

Something else
happened - the Church

was formed!

On the day of Pentecost, the
Holy Spirit united the 120 disciple
into one spiritual body -- the Body
of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit,
the disciples were united to each
other and to the glorified Lord
Jesus as their Head. They had been
believers before this time, but now
they were the Church -- the Body
of Christ. The Bible says,

"For by one Spirit arewe all
baptized into one Body ...."
| Corinthians 12:13a

On that same day, the gospel
was preached to a great multitude
and 3,000 people were saved. The
Holy Spirit placed these in the Body
of Christ. After this, others were
saved daily and added to the Body
of Christ. The Bible says,

"And believers were the
more added to the Lord,
multitudes both of men
and women." Acts5:14
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Jews and Gentiles were

made One in Christ

At first, the Church was com-
posed entirely of Jewish believers.
Later on, the gospel was preached
to the Gentiles (those who were not
of the Jewish race). Many of them
believed and were added to the
Body of Christ. In the Church, Jews
and Gentiles were made one.

This was a marvelous thing.
Why? Because of the hatred and
prejudice that existed between Jews
and Gentiles. The Jews considered
the Gentiles to be unclean and
would not even eat with them. The
Gentiles likewise despised the Jews.
Each considered themselves better
than the other.

This hatred and preudice
between the Jews and the Gentiles
was a manifestation of "the flesh" --
that sinful nature which everyone,
both Jews and Gentiles, received
from Adam.

How did God deal with this
prejudice between Jews and Genti-
les? He dedt with it by the cross!
All believers -- both Jews and Gen-
tiles -- were crucified with Christ.
Of the Jewish and Gentile believers,
God made "one new man" -- Jesus
Christ the Head and all believers
forming His spiritual Body. The
Bible says,

"For Heisour peace, who
hath made both one ... for to
make in Himself of twain
ONE NEW MAN, so making
peace; and that He might
reconcile both unto God
IN ONE BODY ...."
Ephesians 2:14-16

"Wherethereis neither
Greek nor Jew ... but Christ
isall,andinall.”
Colossians 3:11
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All Believers are members

of the Body of Christ

God has made all believers one
Body in Christ. This is the very
opposite of what we are by nature.
The life we all received from Adam
is a life that is selfish and self-
centered. This is why we have
such a hard time getting along with
other people. The Apostle Paul
told us what we were like before
God saved us:

"For we ourselves also
wer e sometimes foolish,
disobedient, deceived,
serving divers lusts and
pleasures, living in malice
and envy, hateful, and
hating one another."”
Titus 3:3

What happened when God
saved us? He put us in Christ on
the cross. We were crucified with
Him. In Christ | died to that old life
of selfishness and independence.
Through my resurrection with
Christ 1 have become, not only a
new creature in Christ, but a
member of the Body of Christ.
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Mighty Bonds
of Unity

The Bible tells us that there are
seven mighty bonds which unite all
true believers -- those who have
been born again of the Spirit of
God:

"Thereis one Body, and one
Spirit, even asye are called
in one hope of your calling;
One Lord, onefaith, one
baptism, One God and
Father of all, Who is above
all, and through al, and in
you all." Ephesians 4:4,5,6

Let usconsider each of these.

There is ONE
BODY
Every person who has

received Jesus Christ as Lord and
Saviour is a member of the Body of
Christ. Christ has only one Body,
and all believers are members of
His one Body.

Regardless of the color of a
person's skin, regardless of his race

or nationality, regardless of his
social standing, regardless of
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whether heisrich or poor, if heisa
child of God, he is a member of the
Body of Christ and one with those
of us who have been born again.
The Bible says,

"For aswe have many members
in one body .... So we, being
many, are one Body in Christ,
and every one members one of
another." Romans 12:4,5

I:E:] There is ONE

SPIRIT
Every believer has the Holy
Spirit dwelling in him. Because the
Holy Spirit is one Spirit, He makes
us one with all other believers. The
Bible says,

"... hethat isjoined to the
Lord isone spirit."
| Corinthians 6:17

3

Every believer has the same
hope -- the hope of being with the
Lord forever in glory. This hopeis
certain because Christ isliving in us
by His Spirit. The Bible says,

There is ONE
HOPE

o an®
_ﬁ*"‘“ﬁcm{_gﬂf Lord _:}n:.-l""'



Course 3

"When Christ, who isour life,
shall appear, then shall ye also
appear, with Himin glory."

Colossians 3:4

There is only one Lord -- the
Lord Jesus Christ. All who serve
Him are serving the same Lord and
areonein Him.

The is ONE
FAITH

True believers may differ on
many matters of Scripture interpre-
tation, but there is one faith which
they all have in common -- the faith
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God
and that He died for their sins and
rose again from the grave. Thisis
the faith through which every child
of God issaved. The Bible says,

There is ONE
LORD

"For yeare all the children
of God by faith in Christ
Jesus." Galatians 3:26

There is ONE

I:IIE:] BAPTISM

Every believer has been
baptized into the Body of Christ.
This is not the work of man, but the
sovereign work of the Holy Spirit
by which all who believe on the

Saviour are made members of His
Body. The Bible says,

"For by one Spirit are we all
baptized into one Body...." |
Corinthians 12:13a

There is ONE GOD
and FATHER

There is only one God -- the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. All who have been born
again are members of His family
and have the same Heavenly Father.
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The Church is God's Glory

Out of the sinful, self-centered
race of Adam, God has brought
forth the Church, the Body of
Christ. Through the Church, God
is making known His great wisdom
and power.

FOUR Great Truths
We have discovered four great
truths about the Church in this
|esson:
QUESTIONS PAGES
INSTRUCTIONS

Lesson 17

1. The Church isthe Body of
Christ.

2. Christ isthe Head of the Body,

3. All believers are members of
the Body of Christ,

4. The Body of Christ isone.

Have we seen God's great
plan?

Have we redlized that we are
not only individual believers but
aso members of the Body of
Christ? Have we seen that al true
believers are members of the same
Body of Christ?

"... we, being many, are ONE
BODY IN CHRIST ...."
Romans 12:5

The Church is the Body of Christ,
and all believers are members of
that one Body.

PRAYER: "Father, help me
to see that | amnot only a new
creaturein Christ, but I am

also a member of the Body of
Christ. Help meto see that the

Body of Christ isone, and
\that all believersare membw‘

of that same Body."

1. Turnto the Question Page and fill in the answers for this lesson before going on to the next lesson.

2. When you have studied the lessons and have completed the Question Page, carefully detach the question page.

3. Print your name and address in the space provided at the bottom of the Question Page. Also, print your name
and return address in the top left corner of the return envelope.

4. Fold the Question Page(s) and return them to the correspondence school. Place a First Class stamp on the
envelope and make sure the correspondence school name and address is printed on the return envelope before
mailing it back with your question pages.

Don't forget to writein your name and return address

Send in your Answer Sheets only!

Please study the lesson carefully before filling in the answers
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QUESTIONS

1. What was God's great plan? God planned to from Adam's sinful

race and to them into caled ™

2. Theword "church,"” asit isused in the New Testament, means"

- It refersto not a . Itis speaking of
3. The Bible says that the churchis™ " A body must have a
,and isthe of the church, whichis

4. What did the Lord Jesus pray concerning His believers? He prayed

5. On the day of , the Holy Spirit the 120 disciplesinto
-- the
6. God dealt with the prejudice between Jews and Gentiles by . Both Jews and Gentiles were
. Of thetwo God made "

7. Through my resurrection with Christ, | have become, not only anew creature in Christ, but a

of the

8. Complete: "Thereis , and ,evenasasoyewerecaledin

of your calling; , , ,
and of al ..." Ephesians4:4,5,6

9 & 10. We have discovered four great truths about the church in this lesson:

(1)
(2)
)
(4)
Tell us about yourself....... Please Print! CoNT
You must return answer sheet before you get next lesson. FORGET
TO WRITE
Name IN YOUR
NAME
Mailing address AND
Town State Zip ADDRESS!

Send in your answer sheet only!
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