fScripture Reading:

Romans 10:1-15

Key Verse:
"And He said unto them,

Go yeinto all theworld
and preach the gospel
to every creature.”

\ Mark 16:15

In our last two lessons we
learned some wonderful things
about the Church. We learned that
the Church is the Body of Christ.
Christ Himself is the Head of the

Church and a believers are mem-
bers of His Body.

In the midst of Satan's evil
world-system, Christ has a Body
through which He can work and
manifest His mighty, victorious
power. It is through the Church
that Christ expresses His life and
does His work in the world.

In this lesson we are the
Church -- what the Church is
supposed to do.

What is the mission of the
Church?  The mission of the
Church is to proclaim the gospel to
every person in the world. Every
believer has a part in this. The
Lord Jesus said, "Go ye into al the
world and preach the gospel to
every creature.”

It has been nearly two
thousand years since our Lord gave
this command to His disciples; yet,
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“If any man bein Christ, heisanew creature...” 11 Corinthians 5:17
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today, there are till millions of
people who are not saved. These
unsaved people can be divided into
two groups:

(1) Those who have heard the
gospel but rejected it, and

(2) Those who have never
heard the gospel.

In this lesson we are going to
be thinking about the second group
-- those who have not heard the
gospel and have no true knowledge
of God. We want to see what their
spiritual condition is and what God
has told us to do about it.

Millic;ns are still under the

power of Satan

What is the condition of
those who have not
heard the gospel?

They are in spiritual darkness

and under the power of Satan.
How do we know this? Because

EDNET ™ 1995

they commit terible sins, they
worship idols of wood and stone;
they live in fear of evil spirit; they
are afraid to die. In some coun-
tries, mothers throw their babies to
crocodiles; others cut themselves
and walk on beds of spikes. Why
do they do these things? Because
they have been told that, by doing
these things, their sins will be
forgiven.

In other countries, people are
highly civilized; yet, they do not
know God. They may not worship
idols of wood and stone; neverthe-
less, they, too, are in spiritual dark-
ness and under the power of Satan.
The Bible describes them as being
"without Christ, having no hope,
and without God in the world."

Of course, those in Christian
lands, who have rejected the gos-
pel, are no better off than those
who have never heard the gospel.
Indeed, they will be judged more
severely by God because they
rejected the gospel.

Did God create people with no
knowledge of Himself? No, He did
not. Man was created in the image
of God, but man turned away from
God.

In the first chapter of Romans,
we read about man's downward
steps away from God. When they
knew God, they did not glorify Him



Course 3

as God, neither were they thankful.
They became foolish in their ima-
ginations, and their hearts were dar-
kened. Claiming to be wise, they
became fools. Instead of worship-
ping the glorious God who created
them, they made images of birds,
and beasts, and snakes and wor-
shipped these idols. From this they
went into terrible wickedness and
immorality. Thus men went from
spiritual  light into  spiritual
darkness. (See Romans 1:21-32)
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Are those who have
never heard the gospel
lost?

Yes, they are lost. Every
person without Christ is lost.
Those who die in their sins will be
forever separated from God, in the
lake of fire. The Bible says,

"The wicked shall be turned
into hell, and all the nations
that forget God."
Psalm9:17

What are those who have
not heard the gospel
lost?

They are lost for two reasons:
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1. They are sinners.

2. They do not know Christ

as Saviour.

Although these people do not
have God's Word, they know that
they do wrong things. How do they
know? Because God has put His
laws into their hearts and conscien-
ces. They know that lying, stealing,
murder, adultery, killings, and the
other things they do are wrong; yet,
they do these things. Therefore,
they are sinners, and they will be
judged for their sins. The Bible

Says,

"...the soul that sinneth, it
shall die" Ezekiel 18:4

Can their religions save
them?

Many people believe that, if
these people are sincere in their
religions, God will somehow save
them. Isthistrue? No, it isnot.

The Bible makes it clear that
a person cannot be saved unless be
personaly receives the Lord Jesus
Christ as his Saviour. Christ is the
Saviour -- the only Saviour. The
Lord Jesus said,

"l am the way, the truth, and
the life; no man cometh unto
the Father, but by Me."
John 14:6

Salvation is in Christ and in
Him alone. The Bible says,

"Neither isthere salvation
in any other: for thereis
none other name under
heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.”
Acts4:12

Those who worship idols may
be sincere in their religions, but
their worship is not acceptable to
God. The Bible says, that, when
people sacrifice to idols, they are
actually worshipping Satan and his
evil spirits!  You can see from this
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why God hates all false religions,
and why He will not accept those
who worship idols.

Can these people be saved?
Yes, of coursel The gospdl is for
al men. The Bible says that the
gospel of Christ "is the power of
God unto salvation to every one
that believeth."
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FOUR Important Ques-
tions

The Bible says, "Whosoever
shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved." But the Bible
asks these questions about those
who have not heard the gospel:

1. How can they call on Christ if
they have not believed in Him?

2. How can they believe in Him if
they have not heard about Him?

3. How can they hear about Him
without a preacher?

4. How can a preacher preach to
them unless he is sent?
(See Romans 10:14,15)

Can people call on the Lord
Jesus if they do not believe in Him?
No, they cannot. Can they believe
on Him if they cannot. Can they
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hear of Him unless someone tells
them? No, they cannot. Therefore,
someone must go and tell them
about the Lord Jesus if they are to
be saved.

Who can tell them about
Jesus? Those who have been
saved. The Bible says,

"All thing are of God, Who
hath reconciled us to
Himself by Jesus Christ, and
hath given TO USthe
ministry of reconciliation.”
Il Corinthians 5:18

THE GREAT COMMIS
SION is our Lord's command to
His disciplesto go into al the world
and to preach the gospel to every
creature. He said,

"Go yeinto all theworld and
preach the gospel to every
creature." Mark 16:15

Has the Great Commi-
ssion been fulfilled?

No, it has not, Millions of
people are still in spiritual darkness
and under the power of Satan.
Most of the people in the world
have never seen a Bible nor heard
the name of Jesus. They are with-
out Christ and without hope. The
words of a pagan woman should
stir our hearts. She said, "Tell your
people how fast we are dying. As
them if they cannot send the gospel
alittle faster."

A missionary in Egypt was
telling the story of the love of

The

Jesus. At the close of his message,
a woman said, "It is a wonderful
story. Do the people in your
country believe it?

"Yed!" said the missionary.

The woman thought a moment
and said, "I don't think they can
believe it, or they would not have
been so long in coming to tell us.”

The whole world must
hear the gospel

The Lord Jesus has comman-
ded us to preach the gospel to every
creature. We must obey Him. If
we do not do what we can to take
the gospdl to the lost, God will hold
us responsible. He said,

"When | say unto the wicked,
Thou shalt surely die; and
thou givest him not
warning, nor speakest to
warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save hislife;
the same wicked man shall
diein hisiniquity;
BUT HISBLOOD WILL |

100,000 seuls a day die without Christ
LOST FOR ETERNITY
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Great
Commission!

"Go yeinto all the world
and preach the gospel to
every creature” Mark 16:15

REQUIRE AT THY HAND."
Ezekiel 3:18

We cannot close our eyes to
the terrible condition of the lost and
escape our responsibility. Every
Christian must, one day, stand
before the Judgment Seat of Christ
to give an account of his life after
he was saved. If wefail to do what
we can to send the gospel to every
person, we will have to answer to
the Lord for our neglect. We can-
not say that we did not know about
their needs. The Lord Jesus said,

"Say not ye, There are yet
four months, and then cometh
harvest? behold, | say unto
you, Lift up your eyes, and
look on thefields; for they are
white already to harvest."
John 4:35

What can | do?

If those who have not heard
the gospel are to have a chance to
be saved, every believer must do all
he can, under God's direction, to
get the gospel to them. God has a
work for every Christian in
fulfilling the Great Commission.
You ask, "What can | do?' Here
are five things:

1. WITNESS > God's plan for
evangelizing the world is for

everyone who knows the story of
Jesus to tell it to someone else --
not only with his lips but also with
his life. The Lord Jesus said, "Ye
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snal be witnesses unto Me ...
Begin now, being a witness for the
Lord Jesus, right where you are.

2. PRAY >We can pray that
God will sen forth missionaries

to the unsaved, and we can pray
daily for the missionaries God has
already sent forth. The Lord Jesus
said,

"The harvest truly is great, but
the labourers are few: pray ye
therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that He would send
forth labourersinto His
harvest." Luke 10:2
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3. GIVE >When we give
money to the Lord's work, we

are sharing in that work, and we
will share in the reward one day.
We should give wisdly, seeing to it
that our money goes to those who
are faithfully preaching the gospel.
We should give joyfully, knowing
that our money is being used that
others may have eterna life.

4. PREPARE> If we want to
useful servants vV of the Lord, we

must prepare ourselves. We can do
this by setting aside time each day
for Bible study and prayer and by
memorizing Scripture verses. Get
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your tools ready and God will use
you!

We do not need to ask the
Lord if He wants us to serve Him.
God calls al of His children to
serve Him. The only question you
and | must ask is, "Lord, what will
Y ou have me to do?’

What will you do?

Y ou have learned something of
the terrible condition of those who
do not know God. Y ou have learn-
ed of your responsibility as a Chris-
tian to get the gospel to them. Now,
the question is: What will you do?

Will you be a faithful witness
for the Lord Jesus where you are?
Will you pray that God will send
forth labourers into the harvest
field? Will you give that others may
hear? Will you prepare yourself to
serve the Lord more effectively?
Will you go where God calls you to
go?

"Only one life, Twill soon be
past. Only what's done for
Christ will last."

1. Turn to the Question Page and fill in the answers for this lesson before going on to the next

|esson.

2. When you have studied the lessons and have completed the Question Page, carefully detach

the question page.

3. Print your name and address in the space provided at the bottom of the Question Page.
Also, print your name and return address in the top left corner of the return envelope.

4. Fold the Question Page(s) and return them to the correspondence school. Place a First Class
stamp on the envelope and make sure the correspondence school name and address is
printed on the return envelope before mailing it back with your question pages.

Don't forget to writein your name and return address

Send in your Answer Sheets only!

Please study the lesson carefully before filling in the answers.
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QUESTIONS

1. The mission of the church isto

2. The unsaved people of the world can be divided into two groups:
(1)
(2)

3. Those who have not heard the gospel arein and under

4. Did God create men with no knowledge of Himself?

5. Those who have never heard the gospel are lost for two reasons

1)

2
6. If those who worship idols are sincerein their religions, will God save them? . A person cannot be
saved unless he the Lord Jesus Christ as

7. When people sacrifice to idols they are actually worshipping

8. Can people call on the Lord Jesusif they do not believein Him? . Canthey believein Himif they

have never heard of Him? . Can they here of Him unless someone tells them?

9 & 10.Fivethingswe can do: , , , ;

Tell us about vourself....... Please Print! /

You must return answer sheet before you get next lesson. DON'T
FORGET
TO WRITE
Name IN YOUR
- NAME
Mailing address AND

ADDRESS!

Town State Zip

Send in your answer sheet on
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