Key Verse:

"And He said unto me, My
grace is sufficient for thee:
for My strength is made
perfect in weakness...."

Il Corinthians 12:9b

The saddest experience in the
life of a Christian is to be under the
power of sin. Sin in the life of a
Christian has three terrible results:

- It dishonours the name of the
Lord Jesus. If you are a Chris-
tian, you represent the Lord
Jesus. When you yield to sin,
you bring dishonour to His
name.

- It robs you of your joy and
power. As long as you are
yielding to sin, God will not use
you.

- It destroys your Christian testi-
mony. Other people judge your
Christian witness, not so much
by what you say, but by the way
you live day by day.

Right now, by your life, you
are saying one of two things to
other people. You are saying, "The
Christian life works!," or you are
saying, "The Christian life doesn't
work."

The way you live as a
Christian affects not only your life,
but the lives of other people as
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“ Uew Life in Clrniet

“If any man bein Chrigt, heisanew creature...” 1l Corinthians 5:17

well. Do you see why it is sO
important for you to be a victorious
Christian?

What is the Victorious
Life?

When we speak of "the victo-
rious life," we are not speaking of a
life without temptation or a life of
sinless perfection. It is not possible
for a person to have such a transac-
tion with the Lord as to enable him
to say, "l am without sin," or "l can
never sin again." The Bible says,

"It we say that we have no

sin, we deceive ourselves,

and thetruthisnot inus."
| John 1:8

Which are you saying?
What, then, is the victorious
life? The victorious lifeis alife of
peace and joy in the Lord. It isa
life of constant fellowship with the
Lord. It is a life of victory over
sins -- even the so-called "little
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sins," such as temper, fault-finding,
irritability, complaining, lack of
love, envy, jealousy, unkind words,
wrong thoughts, worry, anxiety.

The victorious life is alife that
glorifies the Lord Jesus -- the only
kind of life that glorifies Him.

Who can have this kind of
life? Any believer! It is for you!
The victorious life is not for just a
few, special Christians. It is
presented in the New Testament as
the normal Christian life. God has
made provision for every Christian
to live this kind of life. Let's see
what the Bible says about it.

Victory is A Gift

The first thing we want to see
about the life of victory isthat itisa
gift. Just as eterna life is a gift, so
the victorious life is also a gift. It
cannot be earned; it is the gift of
God. The Bible says,

"Thanks be to God, which
GIVETH usthe victory
through our Lord Jesus

Christ. | Corinthians 15:57

Victory is by God's Grace

The next thing we need to see
about the life of victory is that it is
by God's grace.

What is grace? Grace is
something God does for us. Grace
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has often been defined as "God's
unmerited favor," but grace is much
more than this. Grace is God's
mighty, omnipotent power working
for us, doing things for us that we
could never do for ourselves.
From beginning to end, our
salvation is all of God's grace.

But don't we have a part in
salvation? Yes, wedo. What is our
part? Our part is to receive what
God's grace provides for us. Now,
let's consider our salvation and see
the part God's grace hasiin it.

First, let us think about the
time God saved us. Each one of us
can look back to a time when we
were separated from God and "dead
in trespasses and sins." But God
loved us and saved us by His grace.
The Bible says,

"You hath He quickened
(made alive), who were dead
in trespasses and sins."

Ephesians 2:1
When we were "dead in
trespasses and sins" could we

make ourselves aive spiritually?
No, we could not. It was God's
power working in us that made us
alive spiritualy. 1t was all of God's
grace. The Bible says,

"For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it isthe gift
of God." Ephesians 2:8

o,

We were saved by God's grace.

Now, let us think about the fu-
ture. We know that, one day, the
Lord Jesus is coming for His
believers. All believers, both those
who have died and those who are
living when He comes, will be
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caught up to meet the Lord in the
air. Our bodies will be changed
instantly, and we shall be made like
Him. The Bible says,

"For the Lord Himself shall
descend from Heaven with
a shout ... and the dead
in Christ shall risefirst:
then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught
up together with themin
the clouds, to meet the
Lordintheair ...."
| Thessalonians 4:16,17

What about this? Will we be
caught up to meet the Lord by our
own power? No, not at all. It will
be by God's mighty power. It will
be by His grace.

We shall be caught up by His grace.. .

What about now? Are we
just to struggle along in our own
strength, doing the best we can, but
failing miserably? No! God has
made it possible for us to be
victorious now.

What is God's provision for
us now? His provision is His grace
-- His mighty power working in us.
No matter what our situation may
be, God says to us, "My grace is
sufficient for you."

God's grace for us now is
simply Christ living in us. When
God says, "My grace is sufficient
for you," Heis saying, "My Christis
sufficient for you. Trust Him. He
can give you victory in every
situation."”
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What do we do? Werest in
Christ. We trust Him to keep us
and to give us victory. This is
receiving God's grace. When we do
this, we "reign” in life. The Bible

Says,

"... they which receive
abundance of grace and
of the gift of righteousness
shall reignin life by
One, Jesus Christ."
Romans 5:17b

We "reign" in this life by His grace.

Victory is in Jesus Christ

Many Christian are seeking
victory through some teaching or
some unusual experience, but vic-
tory is not in a teaching or in an
expe-rience. Victory isin the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Bible says,

"But thanks be to God,
which giveth usthe victory
THROUGH OUR LORD
JESUSCHRIST."
| Corinthians 15:57

Christ Makes Two Offers

Jesus Christ makes two
offers to every person. He offers
them eterna life, and He offers
them victory over sin. He makes
both of these offers on exactly the
same basis -- that we let Him do it
al.

Just as there is a right way and
a wrong way to seek salvation, so
there is a right way and a wrong
way to seek victory. The wrong
way isto try to do it yourself. The
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right way isto let the Lord do it for
you. The Lord Jesus said,

"Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden,
and | will giveyou rest."
Matthew 11:28

If you were working at a job,
and the Lord Jesus came to you and
said, "l will give rest,” what would
you expect Him to do? You would
expect Him to take over your job
and do it while you rested. Thisis
exactly what He wants to do for
you.

Perhaps you have been trying
to live the victorious life, but
failing. The Lord Jesus saysto you,
"Let Me take over. | will live the
victorious life in and through you."

How Do We Enter the Life

of Victory?
The conditions for entering the
life of victory are just two:
1.Commit yourself to Christ.
2.Take Christ asyour Victory.

Let us condder these two conditions.

First, you must commit
yourself -- al you are and all you
have -- to the Lord Jesus. If you
keep control of your life, then you
are responsible for keeping your-
self. If you commit yourself to the
Lord Jesus, then it becomes His

responsibility to keep you. The
Apostle Paul said,

"... for I know whom | have
believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that
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which | have committed unto
Him...." Il Timothy 1:12

The Lord Jesus was able to
keep Paul and to give him victory,
but the Apostle Paul had done
something that enabled the Lord to
do this. What was it? Paul had
committed himself completely to
the Lord Jesus. If you want the
Lord to keep you and to give you
victory, you must commit yourself
to Him.

Is there anything in your life
this moment that you have been
holding back from the Lord? Turn
over the past to Him with all its sins
and failures. Commit the future to
Him with al its unknowns. Com-
mit your loved ones to Him -- that
young man or young woman you
love. Tell God that, if they are not
His plan for you, you are willing
for them to pass out of your life.
Tell Him, right now, that you turn
over to Him all that you are and all
that you have, for time and for
eternity. When you do this, you
will have taken the first step toward
victory. Will you do it right now?

"You will never have
the victorious life until
Jesus Christ has all there
isof you -- never!"

Next, you must take Christ
as your Victory. Taking Christ as
your Victory is very much like
taking Him as your Saviour.
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What did you do when you
took Christ as your Saviour? You
came to Him as helpless sinner, and
you trusted Him to save you.

What do you do when you
take Christ as your Victory? You
come to Him as a helpless, defeated
Christian, and you trust Him to give
your victory. Will you take Him as
your Victory right now? Just say to
Him, "Lord Jesus, | have tried and
tried to live the Christian life, but |
have failed. Right now, | take You
asmy Victory. | am trusting You to
give me victory."

Taking God at His Word
When you took Christ as your
Saviour, how did you know that
God had saved you? By His Word!
You took God at His Word, and
you thanked Him for saving you.

When you take Christ as your
Victory, how do you know that
God has given you victory? By His
Word! What does God say? He
says, "My grace -- My Chrigt -- is
sufficient for you."

Will you take God at His
Word and thank Him, on the basis
of His Word, that His grace is
sufficient for you? Thank Him that
Christ is actually living in your
heart, and that, at this very moment,
Heis meeting al your needs.

When you surrender to Christ
and take Him as your Victory, you
have entered the life of victory.
You can say, "I know my Lord
Jesus is meeting all my needs, right
now, because His grace is sufficient
for me."

How Do You Continue in
Victory?

You enter into victory by
yielding to Christ and trusting Him
as your Victory. You continue in
victory by continuing to yield to
Christ and continuing to trust Him
asyour Victory.

Victory is not a once-for-all
matter. It is taking Christ as your
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Victory moment-by-moment. Y our
attitude becomes one of depending
on Him moment-by-moment.

Remember, victory is by God's
grace. It is not gritting your teeth
and struggling to keep yourself un-
der control. Itisamiracle of God's
grace. It is not TRYING but
TRUSTING. Trying is what we do;
trusting is letting the Lord do it for
us.

Will You Ever Fail Again?

Yes, there will be failures as
you learn to walk in victory. Aswe
have already said, the victorious life
isnot alife without sin.

What will happen when you
fail? Will you be discouraged and
say, "It just doesn't work. | cannot
be a victorious Christian. It is al
right for others but not for me."?
This is just what the devil wants
you to say. Don't doit!

Did you ever see a baby
learning to walk? What happens?
He takes a few steps, and then he
fals down. Then what? Does he
lie on the floor and say, "It's no use.
| just can't walk. I'll never learn to
wak."? No, he doesn't do this.
What does he do? He has a good
cry. Then he gets up and starts to
walk again. He has other tumbles,

but he keeps at it until he learns to
walk.

This is the way it is in the
Chrigtian life. ~ While you are
learning to walk in victory, you will
have many falls. What should you
do when you fal? Get up!
Confess your sin to the Lord. Tell
Him that you want to live the life of
victory. Then start again. Walk
once more, trusting Christ as your
Victory. As time goes on, you will
find that you are not faling so
often.

Don't Accept Defeat

When you fail, you should
never remain in defeat. Y ou can be
instantly restored to your place of
victory. How? By confessing your
sin to God and, once again, claim-
ing Christ as your Victory. Remem-
ber, Christ has not failed. Heis still
the victorious One, and He lives in
you.

Anything that Jesus Christ
has ever done for any of
His disciples, He will do for
You!

You Can Have Victory!
Don't read this lesson one
time, fill our the answer sheet, and
think that you know this truth.
Study this lesson over and over

QUESTIONS PAGES

INSTRUCTIONS

Lesson 24

until its truths become real in your
life

You can be avictorious Chris-
tian!l Don't say that this life is for
others, but not for you. God means
for you to live victoriougly.

You must believe that the life of
victory is meant for you, right now,
in your circumstances.

Choose the life of victory.
The life of a defeated Christian
is hard. The only happy life,
the only life that honors the
Lord Jesus, is the victorious
life.

- Take the steps of victory.

Commit yourself to Christ.
Take Him as your Victory.

- Trust Christ moment-by-

moment. In every situation,

depend on Him. Say, "l know
my Lord Jesus is meeting al my
needs, right now, because His
grace is sufficient for me."

" Take Christ 1"
W pour
Victory

1. Turn to the Question Page and fill in the answers for this lesson before going on to the next lesson.
2. When you have studied the lessons and have completed the Question Page, carefully detach the

guestion page.

3. Print your name and address in the space provided at the bottom of the Question Page. Also, print your

name and return address in the top left corner of the return envel ope.

4. Fold the Question Page(s) and return them to the correspondence school. Place a First Class stamp on
the envelope and make sure the correspondence school name and address is printed on the return
envelope before mailing it back with your question pages.

Don't forget to writein your name and return address

Send in your Answer Sheets only!

Please study the lesson carefully beforefilling in the answers.
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QUESTIONS

1. Sininthelife of a Christian has three terrible results:
(1) It dishonors

(2) It Robs
(3) It destroys
2. Isthelife of victory alife without temptation? . Isitalife of sinless perfection?
3. Isthelife of victory alife of peace and joy in the Lord? . Isitalifeof victory over sins, even the so-

caled "little sins'? .

4. Who can have thiskind of life? . Isitfor you?
5. Grace is something that . Itismore than "unmerited favour."
Graceis

6. Our part in salvation isto

7. God's grace for us now issimply . Isvictory in some teaching or

experience?

8. The conditions for entering the life of victory are:
(1)
(2)

9. You continue in victory by

10. When you fail, can you be instantly restored to your place of victory? . How?

Tell us about vourself....... Please Print!

You must return answer sheet before you get next lesson. =
DON'T
FORGET
TO WRITE

Mailing address IN YOUR
NAME

Name

Town State Zip AND
ADDRESS!

Send in your answer sheet only!
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