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      Jesus is coming again!  How
do we know?  Because He said so.
He said,

"I go to prepare a place for
you.  And if I go and pre-

pare a place for you, I WILL
COME AGAIN ...."

John 14:2,3

When the Bible speaks of the
coming of the Lord, it is not
speaking of death, nor is it speaking
of the coming of the Holy Spirit.  It
is speaking of the personal, visible
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

At the time of Christ's ascen-
sion, while the disciples stood
watching Him go up into Heaven,
two angels appeared to them and
said,

"Ye men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven? this
same Jesus ... shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen

Him go into heaven."  Acts 1:11

How will Jesus come?  He
will come in the same manner in
which He ascended into Heaven.
The disciples saw Jesus go back
into Heaven, and those who are
living when He comes again will
see Him then.

When is Jesus coming?  What
will happen when He comes?  What
will happen to the unbelievers and
to the Christians when the Lord
comes again?  These are important
questions, and we will find the
answers to them in this lesson.

When is Jesus Coming?
Does any man know the exact

time of the Lord's coming?  No.
The Lord Jesus said, "But of that
day and hour knoweth no man."

Jesus is coming for His believers

Since we do not know exactly
when the Lord is coming, we
should be ready for His coming at
all times.  The proper attitude of a
Christian is to be always looking
for the coming of the Lord Jesus.

What are the Signs of
Jesus' Coming?

Though we cannot know the
exact time when Jesus will come,

we do know that He is coming
soon.  How do we know this?  By
the signs which the Bible gives con-
cerning the time of His coming.  Let
us see how these are being fulfilled.

1. Wars
There have always been wars,

but Jesus said that the end times
would be marked by a great in-
crease in the number of wars.  He
said, "For nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against king-
dom."  Since World War II, there
have been more than 45 wars, 12 of
them major in scope.

2. Famines, pestilence, earthquakes
The Lord Jesus said, "... there

shall be famines, and pestilences,
and earthquakes in divers places."
Never before in history have the
scientists recorded so many earth-
quakes as they have in the last 20
years.

3. Israel
Six hundred years before the

time of Christ, Israel ceased to exist
as a nation.  The Jew were scattered
to the ends of the earth.  But the
Bible prophesied that God would
bring His people back into their
land in the last days, and that the
desert which had lain barren for so
long would "blossom as a rose."
This has been fulfilled.

4. Jerusalem

  TThhee    NNeeww  LLiiffee  iinn  CChhrriisstt
                                        “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature...”  II Corinthians 5:17
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Key Verse:

 "Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your

Lord doth come."
Matthew 24:42
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The Lord Jesus gave an even
more specific sign of the end times.
This sign concerns the city of
Jerusalem.  The Lord Jesus said,

"Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles be

fulfilled."  Luke 21:24

Jerusalem has been controlled
by the Gentiles -- those who were
not Jews -- for about 1900 years.
But in 1967, the Israelis captured
the city of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is
now controlled by the Jews.  This is
another sign that the coming of the
Lord Jesus is near.

5. Ten kingdoms
The Bible says that, in the last

days, there will be a confederation
of ten nations out of what was the
old Roman empire.  The European
Common Market appears to be this
confederation.

6. Peace efforts
Another sign of the last days is

the great increase in peace confe-
rences.  But peace efforts have
failed and will continue to fail until
Jesus comes.  He is the prince of
Peace, and there will be no peace in
the world until He is reigning.  The
Bible says,

 "The ambassadors of
peace shall weep bitterly."

Isaiah 33:7

7. Travel and knowledge
The Bible says that at the time

of the end, "many shall run to and
from, and knowledge shall be
increased."  Daniel 12:4

8. Great Wickedness
The world is not getting better;

instead, it is getting much worse.
This is a fulfillment of the words of
the Lord Jesus,

"As it was in the days of Noah,
so shall it be also in the days

of the Son of man."
Luke 17:26

What was it like in the days of
Noah?  It was a time of great
wickedness on the earth.  The Bible
says,

"And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts

of his heart was only evil
continually."  Genesis 6:5

9. Spiritism, witchcraft
The current interest in horos-

copes, fortunetellers, witchcraft,
and spiritism is another sign that we
are living in the last days.  The Bi-
ble says, "Now the Spirit speaketh
expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils." I Timothy 4:1

10. Apostasy
The Bible tells us that the last

days, just before Jesus comes, will
be marked by great apostasy.  The
word "apostasy" means "a falling
away from the truth."  This prophe-
cy has been fulfilled.

In man of the seminaries and
Bible schools, the teachers and
professors no longer believe that

the Bible is the inspired Word of
God.  These men make light of the
miracles, deny the virgin birth of
Christ, deny that Jesus Christ is
God, and destroy the faith of those
they teach.

Warning:  Do not stay under
the teaching of those who deny the
great truths of the Bible.  The Bible
says,

 "Cease, my son, to hear the
instruction that causeth to
err from the words of know-

ledge."  Proverbs 19:27

There is great apostasy in
many churches also.  Many minis-
ters who claim to be servants of
Christ no longer preach the gospel.
They no longer preach that men are
lost sinners and need to be saved
through faith in blood of Christ.
Instead, these men deny the nece-
ssity of the new birth and preach
that God is the Father of all men
and that all men are brothers.  The
Bible says, "From such turn away."

"...in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith...."  I Timothy 4:1

What do these signs tell us?
They tell us that JESUS IS COM-
ING SOON! The Lord Jesus said,

"When ye see these things
come to pass, know ye that
the kingdom of God is nigh

at hand."  Luke 21:31

What Will Happen When
Jesus Comes?

First, the Lord Jesus will come
secretly to take His church out of
the world.  In a moment, "in the
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twinkling of an eye," every believer
will be caught up to meet the Lord.

What will the world be like
when all the Christians are gone?  It
will be a world without decency
and restraint.  Evil and wickedness
will abound as never before.

At this time, an extraordinary
man will appear on the earth.  He
will possess great leadership ability
and marvelous powers.  He will
even be able to call down fire from
heaven.  But his power will not
come from God; his power will
come from Satan.

The Bible calls this man "the
Antichrist."  The word "anti" means
against.  He is against God and
against Christ.

Through deceit and his mira-
culous powers, Satan's Antichrist
will gain control of the whole
world.  No one will be able to buy
or sell without his mark.  He will
set up a great image and require
people to worship him and his
image.  Those who refuse to do so
will be killed.

The Antichrist will rule the world.

The Great Tribulation
The first part of the Anti-

christ's reign will be a time of great
prosperity on the earth.  This will
last about three and a half years.
Then will come a time of great
trouble and distress as God pours
out His wrath on a wicked, Christ-
rejecting world.  This terrible time
is called "The Great Tribulation."

The Bible says that, at this
time, there will be disturbances in
the heavens.  The sun will turn
black; the moon will turn blood
red. On earth, there will be plagues,

diseases, earthquakes, and famines.
One third of the inhabitants of the
world will be killed.

One might think that those
who had heard and rejected the
gospel before would surely repent
of their sins and turn to Christ
during the Great Tribulation, but
they will not.  The Bible says,

 "... because they received not
the love of the truth, that they
might be saved ... God shall
send them strong delusion,

that they should believe a lie:
that they all might be damned

who believed not the truth,
but had pleasure in
unrighteousness."

II Thessalonians 2:10-12.

Read also Revelation 9:20,21.  It is
indeed a serious thing to reject the
gospel!

Following the terrible events
of the Great Tribulation, the Lord
Jesus will return to earth in great
power an glory.  He will destroy His
enemies and set up His kingdom
here on earth.  The Bible says,

"... the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels, In flam-

ing fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God,

and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ."

II Thessalonians 1:7,8

Jesus Is Coming Soon!
From what we have seen in

this lesson, we know that the Lord
Jesus is coming again ... SOON!

For the unbelievers, the com-
ing of the Lord Jesus will be a time
of terror and judgment.  But, for the
Christians, the coming of the Lord
is associated with the word "Hope."

1. It is a blessed hope.
When Jesus comes, He will

change our bodies to be like His
glorious resurrection body.  This
will take place in an instant.  Then,

we shall be forever with our Lord.
The Bible says, "Looking for that
blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ."  Titus 2:13

2. It is a comforting hope.
The unbelieving people bury

their dead with no hope of ever
seeing them again.  But not so with
the Christians.  When Jesus comes,
our loved ones who died trusting
Him will be raised from the dead,
and we shall be reunited with them
forever.

3. It is a purifying hope.
The Christian who truly

believes that the coming of Lord is
near "purifies himself," -- that is, he
gets himself ready for the Lord's
coming.  Why?  Because he knows
that he will soon stand before the
Lord Jesus to give an account of his
life.  The Bible says,

"For we must all appear
before the judgment seat
of Christ; that every one

may receive the things done
in  his body, according to
that he hath done, whether

it be good or bad."
II Corinthians 5:10

At the judgment seat of
Christ, we will be judged for what
we have done after we were saved.
This will be a solemn occasion for
all believers.

Christians will be judged.

What are some of the things
the Lord will judge us by in that
day?  He will judge us by how
much of His Word we have learned
and obeyed.  He will judge us by
our obedience or lack of obedience
to the Great Commission.  He will
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call us before Him and say, "I
committed the gospel to you.  What
did you do that others might be
saved?"  He will judge us by how
we have used our time, our abili-
ties, and our money.

Some believers will be found
to be faithful servants and will
receive great rewards from the
Lord.  Others will be found to be
unfaithful servants and will be dealt
with as such.  Perhaps some of us
will wish that we could live our
lives over again, but we have only
one life.  What we do for the Lord,
we must do now.

Will You Be Ready?
What can I do for my

Saviour before He comes?  How
can I glorify Him?  How should my
time, my money, and my abilities
be used for Him? These are ques-
tions that should concern every
serious-minded Christian.

If you truly believe that Jesus
is coming soon, here are some
things that you should do:

•  Do the job at hand.  God has
a job for you now.  Do it well.
When God has something diffe-
rent for you to do, He will show
it to you.

• Grow in grace and knowledge
of the Lord Jesus.  You do this
by prayer and Bible study and
by serving the Lord.

• Prepare yourself to serve God.
Learn God's Word.  Memorize
Scripture. Keep your daily
Quiet Time.

•  Win others to the Lord Jesus.

•  Deny yourself and live for the
Lord Jesus and for others.  This
is the secret of a fruitful life.
The Lord Jesus said, "Except a
corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit."  John 12:24

• Maintain Christian fellowship
with other believers. You
should belong to and faithfully
support a local, Bible-believing
church.

Maranatha!
In the early days of the church,

the Christians had a word for greet-
ing and departing.  It was the word
"Maranatha." The word "Marana-
tha" means, "Our Lord is coming!"
We can think of no better way to
end this course.

QUESTIONS PAGES

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Turn to the Question Page and fill in the answers for this lesson before going on to the next lesson.

2. When you have studied the lessons and have completed the Question Page, carefully detach the
question page.

3. Print your name and address in the space provided at the bottom of the Question Page.  Also, print
your name and return address in the top left corner of the return envelope.

4. Fold the Question Page(s) and return them to the correspondence school.  Place a First Class stamp on
the envelope and make sure the correspondence school name and address is printed on the return
envelope before mailing it back with your question pages.

Don' t  forget  to  wr i te  in  your  name and  re turn  address

Send in your Answer Sheets only!

Please study the lesson carefully before filling in the answers.

MARANATHA!
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QUESTIONS

1. When the Bible speaks of the coming of the Lord Jesus, is it speaking of death?  _______.  Is it speaking

of the coming of the Holy Spirit?  _______.  It is speaking of the ___________

____________________________________________________________.

2. Does any man know the exact time of the Lord's coming?  _____.  The proper attitude of a Christian is

_______________________ ____________________________________________________________.

3. Jesus said, "Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until ________ _______ _____ _____

_________ _____ _________."

4. The word "apostasy" means "_____ __________ _______ ______ _____ _________."  Is this one of the

signs of the last days?  _____.

5. Should we stay under the teaching of those who deny the great truths of the Bible?  _____.

6.What do the prophetic signs tell us?  They tell us that _________ _____ __________ _________.  Could

He come today?  _______.

7. For the unbeliever, the coming of the Lord will be a time of __________ and _____________.  For the

Christian, the coming of the Lord is associated with the word "___________."

8. The Christian who truly believes that the coming of the Lord is near "_________ __________," that is,

____________________ ____________________________________________________________.

9. At the judgment seat of Christ, we will be judged for what we have done _________ _____ _______

__________.

10. The word "Maranatha" means "_______ _______ _____ _________."  Do you believe the Lord Jesus is
coming soon? ____________

DON’T
FORGET

TO WRITE
IN YOUR

NAME
AND

ADDRESS!

Tell us about yourself.......Please Print!
You must return answer sheet before you get next lesson.

Name___________________________________________________________________

Mailing address___________________________________________________________

Town_________________________________State______________Zip_____________

 Send in your answer sheet only!


