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                                        ...the
                                         new

In our last lesson we learned
that there are two families in the
world.  The head of one of these
families is Adam, the first man.  The
Head of the other family is Christ,
God's second Man.

Some people think that God is
the Father of all men, but this is not
true.  Only those who are in Christ's
family have God as their Father.
Those who are in Adam's family
have Satan as their spiritual father.
The Lord Jesus Himself said that
God is not the Father of all men.

One day He was speaking to
some religious leaders of the city of
Jerusalem.  These men claimed that
God was heir Father.  But their
hearts were bad, for they hated Jesus
and wanted to kill Him.  Jesus knew
what was in their hearts, and He said
to them,

"If God were your Father,
ye would love me: for I
proceeded forth and
came from God ...."

John 8:42
When Jesus said, "IF God

were your Father ...," He plainly

showed that God was not their
Father.  To make it even clearer, He
told them who their spiritual father
was.  He said, "Ye are of your father
THE DEVIL...."  So these men did
not have God for their Father but
rather, Satan.

The same thing is true of all
who do not believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ.  Yet, no one has to remain in
Satan's family, for the Lord Jesus
has made it possible for each one of
us to become a child of God.  The
Bible calls this being "born again."
We are going to see what it means to
be born again.

You must be born again
In the third chapter of the

Gospel of John, we read the account
of a man named Nicodemus who
came at night to talk to the Lord
Jesus.  This man was a member of
the Pharisees, one of the most reli-
gious groups of that day.  Nicode-
mus attended the synagogue faith-
fully.  He prayed much.  He gave
money regularly.  He did many good
deeds.  He knew the Scriptures well.
He was a teacher of the Jews.  Yet,
he came to Jesus.

We do not know exactly why
Nicodemus came, but he must have
recognized that Jesus had the power
of God in His life.  And perhaps
Nicodemus thought that Jesus could
give him some new teaching on the
Scriptures which would help him.
But Nicodemus needed something
more than teaching - he needed to be
born again!  Jesus said to him,

"Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born

again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God."  John 3:3

This statement must have sho-
cked Nicodemus.  Was he not a Jew,
a member of God's chosen race?
Was he not a good, moral man? Was
he not a teacher among the Jews?
Yes, Nicodemus was all of these
things, but he was still a member of
Adam's sinful family.  He was not a
child of God.

Jesus spoke again to Nicodemus,

"That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that I said unto

thee, Ye must be born again."
John 3:6,7

BBBBiiii rrrr tttthhhhScripture Reading
               John 3:1 through 21
               John 1:10 through 13
              John 8:32 through 44

       Key Verse:
"Jesus answered and
said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born
again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God."

John 3:3

    TThhee    NNeeww  LLiiffee  iinn  CChhrriisstt
                                        “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature...”  II Corinthians 5:17
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The Lord Jesus declared here
the absolute necessity of being born
again. This applied not only to Nico-
demus, but it applies to every
person.  "Ye" - no matter who your
are - "must be born again."  We must
be born "from above" of the Spirit
of God.  There is no other way of
becoming a child of God.

Faith-necessary for the
New Birth

The requirement for the new
birth is faith in Jesus Christ crucified
for our sins.  The Word Jesus
explained this to Nicodemus by
reminding him of something that
happened to the children of Israel
while they were in the wilderness.

The people had complained
against God and Moses, so God sent
fiery serpents among them.  Those
who were bitten by the serpents
died.  The people confessed their sin
and cried to Moses for deliverance.

Moses prayed to God, and the
Lord told him to make a serpent of
brass and put it upon a pole so that
everyone who looked at it might
live.  Moses did as God had com-
manded.  The Bible says,

"And it came to pass, that if
a serpent had bitten any man,

when he beheld the serpent
of brass, he lived."

Numbers 21:9
Then Jesus said,

"... as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness,

even so must the Son of man
be lifted up: that whosoever
believeth in Him should not

perish, but have eternal life."
John 3:14,15

Just as the Israelites were saved
from physical death by looking in
faith at the serpent upon the pole, so
we are saved from eternal death by
looking in faith at Jesus upon the
cross.

The new birth is by the
Word and the Spirit

The new birth is the work of
the Holy Spirit using the Word of
God.  No one can be born again
without hearing and believing the
Word of God, and no one can be
born again without the work of the
Holy Spirit.  Here are some verses
which make this clear:

The Word -

"Of His own will He brought
us forth by the Word

of truth ...." James 1:18

"Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of

incorruptible, by the Word of
God ...."  I Peter 1:23

The Spirit -

"That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit."

John 3:6

Before a person can be born
again, he must realize that he is a
sinner.

The Holy Spirit uses the Word
of God to show us that we are
sinners in need of a Savior.  Then,

the Holy Spirit uses the same  Word
to show us that the Lord Jesus Christ
is the Savior we need.

The new birth is of God
Let us look at a further explana-

tion of the new birth. The Bible says
that those who receive the Lord
Jesus as Savior are born...

"not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of

man, but of God."
John 1:13

The new birth is NOT "of
blood."  This means that it is not of
human parents.  No one is born into
this world as a Christian.  Having
Christian parents is wonderful, but it
does not make you a child of God.
Each one of us must be born
individually into God's family.

The new birth is NOT "of the
will of the flesh."  This means that
no one can make himself a child of
God by his own efforts.  Eternal life
cannot be earned but must be
received as a free gift from God.

The new birth is NOT "of the
will of man."  This means that no
preacher or priest can make you a
child of God.  No sacrament, such as
communion or baptism can do this.
Joining the church does not make
you a Christian.

The new birth is "of God."  The
Bible says,

"For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
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yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any

man should boast."
Ephesians 2:8,9

Our part in the new birth
What is our part in the new

birth?  Our part is to come as a
sinner to the Lord Jesus and receive
Him as our Savior.  The Bible says,

"But as many as
received Him,
to them gave

He power to be-
come the sons
of God, even
to them that
believe on
His name."
John 1:12

When we truly believe that
Jesus Christ died for our sins and we
receive Him as our Savior, we are
born again.

What is God's part in the
new birth?

God does many, many wonder-
ful things for us when we receive the
Lord Jesus as our Savior.  Here are
just a few:

1.God justifies us.  This means that
He forgives us of all our sins and
declares us righteous in Christ.

2.God takes us out of the
family of Adam and puts us into
Christ's family.  We are no longer in
Adam, but we are in Christ.  We are

going to see more of what this
means in our next lesson.

3.God makes us His child.  God
does something for us that He does
for no other creature.  He makes us
His very own children.  The Bible
says,

"Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be

called the sons of God."
I John 3:1

4.God gives us a new spirit, and He
gives us His Spirit to dwell in our
new spirit.  This is called regene-
ration.

We need to make one thing
clear here - our old nature is not
removed when we are born again.
God does not remove our old sinful
nature, but He gives us His life to
overcome it.  Our old nature will not
be removed until Jesus comes for us,
but, with the Holy Spirit dwelling in
us, we can overcome its sinful
desires.

5.God gives us eternal life.  We
shall never be separated from God.
The Bible says,

"And this is the record, that
God hath given to us eternal

life, and this life is in His
Son.  He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath

not the Son of God hath not
life."  I John 5:11,12

God does many other won-
derful things for us when we are
born again.  He puts us in Christ.  He
joins us to His Son.  He delivers us
from the kingdom of darkness and
from the power of sin.  He makes it
possible for us to have victory over
the world, the flesh, and the devil.
We are going to find out more about
these things in our subsequent
lessons.

How can we know that we
have been born again?

Each one of us should know
for sure whether or not he has truly
been born again, and God has given
us some definite ways by which we
can know.  Here are three:

1.The witness of the Spirit.  When
we are born again, God's Spirit
comes to dwell within us, and He
bears witness with our spirit that we
are a child of God. This is not some-
thing that we can explain or prove to
someone else, but we know that it is
true.  The Bible says,

"The Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that

we are children of God."
Romans 8:16

2.The Word of God.  When we are
born again, God's Spirit will make
the Word of God real to our hearts,

“Being justified
freely by His

grace through
the redemption
that is in Christ

Jesus.”
Romans 3:24

“...a new spirit will

I put within

you...and I

will put

my Spirit

within you....”

Ezekiel 36:26,27
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and we will know from God's Word
that we are saved.  The Bible says,

"These things have I written
unto you that believe on

the name of the Son of God;
that ye may know that  ye

have eternal life ...."
I John 5:13

3.Our actions.  When we are
truly born again, our actions will
change.  We will want to obey God
and His Son, Jesus Christ.  We will
begin to love the things that are right
and o hate the things that are wrong.

We will have love in our hearts for
unsaved people, and we will want
them to be saved.  We will also love
other Christians.  The Bible says,

"We know that we have
passed from death unto life,

because we love the
brethren."  I John 3:14

All of these things will begin to
happen because we have been born
again.

HAVE YOU BEEN BORN
AGAIN?

Because of what Jesus did, we can
be born again.  If we are born again,
it will make a difference in our lives.

NOTE: Scriptures with
references followed by "NKJB" are
from the New King James Bible,
copyright Thomas Nelson Company.
Used by permission.

PRAYER: Father,

thank You for making

it possible for me to

be Your child and to

call You 'Father'.

Work in my life to make

me more like Jesus.

In His name I  pray."

D E F I N I T I O N S

Corruptible - subject to rot and
decay.

Incorruptible - not subject to rot or
decay.

Sacrament - a formal, religious act.

QUESTIONS PAGES

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Turn to the Question Page and fill in the answers for this lesson before going on to the next
lesson.

2. When you have studied the lessons and have completed the Question Page, carefully detach the
question page.

3. Print your name and address in the space provided at the bottom of the Question Page.  Also,
print your name and return address in the top left corner of the return envelope.

4. Fold the Question Page(s) and return them to the correspondence school.  Place a First
Class stamp on the envelope and make sure the correspondence school name and address is
printed on the return envelope before mailing it back with your question pages.

Don' t  forget  to  wr i te  in  your  name and  re turn  address

Send in your Answer Sheets only!

Please study the lesson carefully before filling in the answers

Now I know I am
BORN AGAIN

because
GOD SAYS SO
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QUESTIONS

1. In our last lesson we learned that there are _______ families in the world.  The head of one family is

_______.  The Head of the other is _______.

2. Is God the Father of all men? _______.  Only those who are in _______ _______ have God as their

Father.

3. Jesus said, "Verily, verily I say unto thee, _______ _____ _______ _____ _______ _______, _____

_________ _____ _____ _________ _____ _______."  John 3:3.

4. The requirement for the new birth is _________ ______ _______ _______ ____________ _____ _____

_______.  The new birth is the work of the _____ _______ using the _______ _____ ________.

5. Does being born of Christian parents make one a child of God?  _______.  Does baptism or joining the

church make one a child of God?  _______.

6. Our part in the new birth is _____ _______ _____ _____ _________ _____ ______ ______ _________

_____ __________ _____ ______ _____ _____________.

7. When we are born again, God takes us out of the family of _______ and puts us into _________ family.

8. God gives us a _____ _________ and He _________ _____ _____ _________ _____ _________

_____ ______ _____ _________.

9. Is our old nature removed when we are born again?  _______.

10. Give three ways by which we can know that we have been born again.

(1) ___________________________________________

(2) ___________________________                (3) ____________________________.

Do you know that you have been born again?  _________.

Tell us about yourself.......Please Print!
You must return answer sheet before you get next lesson.

Name________________________________________________________________

Age_______(Check if adult______) Grade_________ School____________________

Parent’s name__________________________________________________________

Mailing address_________________________________________________________

Town______________________________State______________Zip______________

 Send in your answer sheet only!

DON’T

FORGET

TO WRITE

IN YOUR

NAME

AND

ADDRESS!


