@cripture Reading:

Ephesians, Chapter 1 and 2

Key Verse:
"Thereforeifanymanbe  in
Christ, heisa new creature: old
things are passed away; behold,

all thingsare become new."

Il Corinthians 5:17

In our last lesson we learned that
there are two families in the world -
the family of Adam and the family of
Christ. God sees us as being IN
ADAM if we are in Adam's family.
If we are in Christ's family, He sees
usasbeing IN CHRIST.

\in Christ

He sees you in Adam or in
Christ. He sees me in Adam or in
Christ.

What does it mean to be "in
Adam"? To bein Adamisto sharein
al that Adam was and did. By nature
we were all in Adam - separated from
God and daves of sn and Satan.
How terrible!

But here is some wonderful
news. When we were born again,
God put us in Christ. We could not
do this ourselves, but God did it for
us. Wearenow IN CHRIST.
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“If any man bein Chrigt, heisanew creature...” |l Corinthians5:17
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How did we get into Chrigt? God put
usthere! TheBiblesays,

"But of Him (of God) are ye
in Christ Jesus...."
| Corinthians 1:30

The most precious phrase in the
whole Bible is the little phrase, "In
Chrigt." This phrase or its equi-
valent is used over 130 times in the

New Testament!
CHRIST g,l é

Here are some verses that tell us of
our new pogtion in Chrigt:

"But of Himareye IN
CHRIST JESUS...."
| Corinthians 1:30

"... God... hath blessed
us with all spiritual ble-
ssings in heavenly places

IN CHRIST: Accor-
ding as He hath chosen
us IN HIM before the
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Al

foundation of the world ...."
Ephesians 1:3,4

"For weare His
workmanship, created
IN CHRIST JESUS unto
good works, which God hath
before ordained that we
should walk in them."
Ephesians 2:10

"Therefore if any man be IN
CHRIST, heisa new
creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all
things are become new." 11
Corinthians 5:17

"...andwearelNHIM
that istrue, even in His
Son Jesus Christ."
| John 5:20

"IN WHOM we have redemp-
tion through His blood,
even the forgiveness of sins."
Colossians 1:14

"Thereistherefore now no
condemnation to themwhich
areIN CHRIST JESUS...."
Romans 8:1
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"...tothemthat are
sanctified IN CHRIST
JESUS...."
| Corinthians 1:2

Did you notice the words "in
Chrigt,” "in Him,” and "in whom"?
As you read the New Testament, you
will find these words used many,
many times.

What does it mean to be "in
Christ"? To be in Christ is to share
in al that Christ is and al that He
did. The Bible says that God has
"blessed us with al spiritual blessings
.. IN CHRIST." We are going to
consider some of the blessings that
are ours because we are in Christ.

|N CHR]S]’ we ar e forgiven

Because we are in Christ, God
has forgiven us of every sin. The
Bible says,

"IN WHOM we have
redemption through
His blood, even the
forgiveness of sins."
Colossians 1:14

|NCHR|S'|' we arejudtified

What does it mean to be justi-
fied? It means to be declared
righteous. How are we justified
before God? We are judtified IN
CHRIST. The Lord Jesus was per-
fectly righteous, and now God sees us
righteous in Him. He took our sins
that we might have His righteousness.
The Bible says,

"For He (God) hath made
Him (Christ) to be sin

for us, Who knew no sin;
that we might be made
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the righteousness of
God IN HIM."
[ Corinthians 5:21

|NCHR|ST we are made near to

As sinners we were separated
from God and afraid to come into His
presence. But now, in Christ Jesus,
we can come boldly into God's
presence because the blood of Jesus
Christ has cleansed us from al sn.
The Bible says,

‘But now IN CHRIST
JESUS ye who sometimes
were far off are made nigh
by the blood of Christ."
Ephesians 2:13

we ar e accepted
by God

INCHRIST

Before we were saved, we were
enemies of God. Now we are
accepted by Him as His own dear
children. Why are we accepted by
God? Because we are IN CHRIST!
The Bible says,

"To the praise of the glory of
His grace, wherein He hath
made us accepted IN THE
BELOVED (in Christ)."
Ephesians 1:6
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|N CHR]S]’ we are made holy

God has a new name for
believers. He cdls believers "saints
in Christ Jesus." The word "saint"
means "holy one” In God's sight,
every believer isasaint in Christ. In
ourselves we are not holy, but God
sees us in Christ. When we stand
before God, we stand in the holiness

//

of Chrigt. We ae "holy IN
CHRIST."
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IN CHRIST weare sealed

We are God's children and our
destination is Heaven. God has put
us in Christ and has sealed us with
the Holy Spirit. The Bible says,

.. INWHOM also after
that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that Holy
Spirit of promise.”
Ephesians 1:13
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SEALED
IN CHRIST

|N CHRIST we are complete

Everything we need to live the
Chrigtian life is ours in Christ. We
are complete in Him. The Bible says,

"For in Him dwelleth
all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily. And ye
arecomplete IN HIM ...."
Colossians 2:9,10

)
\ \ COMPLETE
% "W\ IN CHRIST

We have conddered only a few of
the versss that tdl us what it means to
bein Chris. As God's children, we are
no longer in Adam. We ae now IN
CHRIST.

Does this mean that we
will never sin again?

No, it does not. In the letter that
the Apostle Paul wrote to the
believers at Corinth, we find some
things that seem hard to understand.
On the one hand, Paul cals these
believers "saints,” and he says that
they are "sanctified (holy) in Christ
Jesus." On the other hand, in the
same letter, Paul spesks of some
terrible sins in their lives. Some of
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them were proud; some of them were
guilty of immora acts.

What is the explanation of this?
How could Paul say that they were
"holy in Christ" while, at the same
time, they were not living as
Chrigtians should live? To answer
these questions, we must understand
the difference between our standing
and our state.

What is our STANDING? Our
danding is the way God sees us in
Chrigt. It includes dl that God has
donefor usin Christ. God has given us
aperfect ganding in Chrigt.

Is our standing aways perfect?
Yes, itis Why? Becauseit dependson
what God has done for us in Chrig.
We are IN CHRIST, and God sees us
perfect in Him. The Bible says,

"For by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that
are sanctified (those that are
in Christ)." Hebrews 10:14

OUR
STANDING

...the way
God sees us
_in Christ

What is our STATE? Our
dtate is the way we live on the earth.
The Bible calsit our "walk."

Is our state ever perfect? No, it
isnot. Why? Because it depends on
what we are in oursedlves. We are
sinful. The Bible says,

"If we say that we have
no sin, we decelve ourselves,
and the truth isnot in us."
| John 1:8
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“OUR STATE” ...the way we
live on the earth

It will help us in our Christian
life if we remember that our
STANDING is the way God sees us
in Christ, while our STATE is the
way we live on the earth. In Christ
we are dways perfect in God's sight;
in oursalves, we are sinful.

Does this mean that we are to be
satisfied with our sins? No, it does
not! God wants our day to day living
to come up to our standing in Christ.
We are "haly in Chrigt"; God wants
us to be holy in our everyday living.
The Bible says,

"But as He which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in
all manner of conversation
(living). | Peter 1:15

How can we be holy?

In His Word, God has told us that
we are to "wak" by faith. This means
that we are to count on what we are in
Chrigt. The Bible says,

'As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in Him."

Colossians 2:6

Now here is a great secret of the
Chrigtian life:

Faith in
OUR STANDING
Makes it real in our life.

Where we see that we are "holy
in Chrigt," we become holy in our
everyday life. When we see that we
are "saints in Christ Jesus' we begin
to live as saints should live. When
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we see that we are truly "the children
of God," we begin to live as children
of God should live.

As we count on what we are in
Christ, the Holy Spirit makes it red
inour life.

God has put me IN CHRIST. In
myself, | am nothing; in Him, | am
everything.

/PRAYER: Father, help me
to seethat | am IN CHRIST.
Give me a heart to believe
that | am accepted in Your
beloved Son and that | am
holy IN HIM. By your
grace may | live as a child
of Yours should live."

HELPFUL HINTS

Alone with God

The secret of a strong Christian
lifeisthe daily "Quiet Time" Thisis
a time spent alone with God in the
study of His Word and in prayer.
Here are some suggestions that will
help you to form the habit of a daily
Quiet Time.

1. Time and Place

Choose a time that is good for
you. Early morning is the best time
for most people.

Choose a place where you can
be aone. This might mean getting up
in the morning before everyone dsein
the family.

After you choose a time and
place stick to them.

2. The Bible

Use a Bible that has good print
and is easy to read. Have a plan for
reading. Read the Gospel of John
first. After you have finished John,
begin with the Gospel of Matthew
and read right through the whole New
Testament.

QUESTIONS PAGES

INSTRUCTIONS

Lesson 8

As you open your Bible to read,
first close your eyes and talk to God.
Confess your sins; ask Him to speak
to your heart through His Word as
you read it. Remember that you are
in His presence.

3. Prayer

After reading and ligening for
God to spesk to your heart through His
Word, take time to pray. Thank Him
for His word to you; thank Him for His
blessngs - name them, one by one
thank Him for the blood of Jesus that
cleansss us from al sns; thank Him for
answering you prayers, thank Him most
of dl for the Lord Jesus, you Saviour.

Do you want to ask for
something? Tell Him the desires of
your heart. He listens to every
request.

Remember to pray for your
family and friends. It isgood to make
a list of those for whom you are
praying.

Do you redly want to know
God? Then you must spend time
alone with Him.

START YOUR QUIET TIME
TODAY!.

1. Turnto the Question Page and fill in the answers for this lesson before going on to the next lesson.
2. When you have sudied the lessons and have completed the Question Page, carefully detach the question

page.

3. Print your name and address in the space provided at the bottom of the Question Page. Also, print your
name and return addressin the top |eft corner of the return envelope.
4. Fold the Question Page(s) and return them to the correspondence school. Place a Firgt Class stamp on
the envelope and make sure the correspondence school name and address is printed on the return

envelope before mailing it

back with your question pages.

Don't forget to write in your name and return address

Send in your Answer Sheets only!

Please study the lesson carefully beforefilling in the answers
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QUESTIONS

1. God sees all men either or

Lesson 8

. Tobein Adamisto

and

2. When we were born again, God put us

Complete: "But of ( ) areyein

3. The phrase "in Christ" or its equivalent is used over
isto

' | Corinthians 1:30

timesin the New Testament. To bein Christ

and

4. To bejustified meansto be

How are we justified before God?

5. Why are we accepted by God? Because we are

6. What is God's new name for believers?

. Theword "saint" means

7. Our STANDING is

our STANDING aways perfect? . Why? Because it depends on

8. Our STATE is

The Bible callsit our . Isour STATE ever perfect:

9. God has told us that we are to "walk"

. Why? Because it depends on

. Thismeanswe areto

10. Faith in our makes it

in our

Tell us about yourself....... Please Print!

-

You must return answer sheet before you get next lesson.

DON'T
Name FORGET
Age (Check if adult ) Grade School TO WRITE

IN YOUR

Parent’ s name

NAME
Mailing address AND
Town State Zip ADDRESS!

Send in your answer sheet only!
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