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           AA  NNeeww  RReellaattiioonnsshhiipp

In our last lesson we learned the
wonderful truth that we are IN
CHRIST. We are no longer in Adam,
but we are in Christ.  Because we are
in Christ, we have a new standing
before God.  God sees us perfect in
Christ.

In this lesson we are going to
learn more about what happened
when we were born again.  Not only
do we have a new standing before
God, but we also have a new rela-
tionship with the Lord Jesus Christ.
This new relationship can be ex-
pressed in two short sentences:

1. I am in Christ.
2. Christ is in me.

To help us understand this new
relationship between Himself and the
believer, the Lord Jesus used an
illustration from nature.  He said, "I
am the Vine, ye are the branches."
The Lord Jesus is the Vine; the belie-
vers are the branches.  So in this
lesson when the "vine" is mentioned,
let us think of the Lord Jesus; when
the "branches" are mentioned, let us
think of ourselves.

The vine and the
branches are one

As we look at the vine and its
branches, we see that they are one.
They share one life.  The same life
that flows through the vine also
flows through the branches.

Jesus said, “I am the Vine,  ye are
the branches.”

This teaches us that we are one
with the Lord Jesus.  The Bible says,
"He that is joined unto the Lord is
one spirit."  The very instant we re-
ceive the Lord Jesus as our Saviour,
we are joined to Him.  We are made
part of Him.  Just as the branches are
joined to the vine, so we are joined
to the Lord Jesus.  We are one with
Him.

The branch is in the vine
As we look further at the vine

and its branches, we see something
else.  We see that the branch is in the
vine.  This teaches us that we are IN
CHRIST.  We have already learned
this great truth - that we are in Christ
- but now we see that our union with
Him is a living union.  As the branch

is joined to the living vine, so we are
joined to the living Lord Jesus
Christ.  We are in Christ.

We were not always in Christ.
Before we became a child of God,
we were in Adam.  We were joined
to him.  We shared his life, and we
had his nature in us.

What happened when we
were saved?  God took us out of
Adam and grafted us into Christ.

To graft a branch means to
take it out of one vine and join it to
another vine.  The branch is first cut
away from the old vine.  Then a cut
is made in the new vine, and the
branch is fitted into this cut place

The branch is in

the vine

Taken out of

Adam

  Scripture Reading:

     John 15: 1 through 5

  Key Verse:
"I am the vine, ye are the

branches: He that abideth in
Me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit;
for without Me ye can do

nothing."  John 15:5

   TThhee    NNeeww  LLiiffee  iinn  CChhrriisstt
                                              “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature...”  II Corinthians 5:17
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and securely bound.  Soon the life of
the new vine begins to flow through
it, and the branch is joined to the
new vine in a living union.

Now we can see what a
wonderful thing God did for us.
When we were born again, God took
us out of Adam and grafted us into
Christ.  The Bible says,

"But of Him (God) are ye in
Christ Jesus ...."

I Corinthians 1:30

We are now joined to the Lord
Jesus Christ in a living union.  He is
the new Vine, and we are living
branches in Him.  We share His life
and we have His nature in us.  The
Bible says that we are "partakers of
the divine nature...."  II Peter 1:4

The vine is in the branch
Not only is the branch in the

vine, but the vine is also in the
branch.  After the branch is grafted
into the vine, the very life of the vine
begins to flow through it.  This is
what keeps the branch alive and
causes it to bear fruit.

The Life of the Vine is in the Branch
This teaches us that Christ is in

us.  Not only are we in Christ but He

is also in us.  We have the very life
of Christ in us.  How can this be? Let
us see how the Lord Jesus Himself
explained this to His disciples.

When He was here on earth, the
Lord Jesus walked and talked with
His disciples.  How they enjoyed the
times they spent with Him!  But, one
day, He told them something that
made them very sorrowful.  He told
them that He would soon be leaving
them.  But Jesus comforted His
disciples with these words,

"I will pray the Father, and
He shall give you another
Comforter, that He may
abide with you for ever;

"Even the Spirit of truth ...
ye know Him; for He

dwelleth with you, and
shall be IN YOU."

John 14:16,17

The Lord Jesus made a won-
derful promise to His disciples.  He
promised that He would send the
Holy Spirit to abide with them
forever.  And He would not just be
with them, but He would be in them.
Then He added these words: "I will
not leave you comfortless: I will
come to you."  So we see that the
coming of the Holy Spirit would be
the coming of the Lord Jesus Him-
self to live in them.

“I will not leave you comfortless:
I  will come to you.”

It was as if the Lord Jesus had
said, "I am going away, but I am
coming back to you in a new way.
In the person of the Holy Spirit, I am
coming to live in you, and I will
never leave you."  Jesus said,

"At that day ye shall know
that I am in My Father, and

ye in Me, and I in you."
John 14:20

Shortly after Jesus had spoken
these words, He was crucified and
buried.  On the third day, He arose
and appeared to His disciples in His
resurrection body.  After 40 days He
ascended back into Heaven where
He was exalted to the highest place
in the universe.

The Bible says:

"... He (God) raised Him
from the dead, and set Him at

His own right hand in the
heavenly places, Far above all
principality, and power, and

might, and dominion, and
every name that is named,
not only in this world, but

also in that which is to
come."  Ephesians 1:20,21

The coming of the Spirit
For ten days after the ascension

of the Lord Jesus, the disciples met
together, praying and fasting.  On
the day of Pentecost, the Lord Jesus
came back to His disciples in a new
and wonderful way.  He came to live
in them.

From that day on, whenever a
person is born again, immediately,
the Spirit of Christ comes to dwell in
him.  The Bible says,

"Because ye are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts ...."

Galatians 4:6

Joined to Christ

“Partakers of the

Divine Nature”
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Christ lives in us by His Spirit
so that we can truly say, "Christ lives
in me."

The secret of the
Christian life

We have now discovered one
of the greatest secrets of Christian
life.  The secret is this:

CHRIST LIVES IN US!

The Apostle Paul called this a
great mystery.  He wrote to the
Colossian Christians,

"To whom God would make
known what is the riches of

the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles; which

is CHRIST IN YOU,
the hope of glory."
Colossians 1:27

What is the Christian life?
Is the Christian life trying to be

good?  No.  Is it trying to imitate
some good Christian?  No.  It is
trying to imitate the Lord Jesus
Himself?  No, the Christian life is
none of these things.  What is the
Christian life then?  It is

CHRIST LIVING HIS LIFE IN US.

The Apostle Paul said, "For to
me to live is Christ."  He did not say,
"For me to live is to try to be like
Christ."  No.  Paul said, "For to me
to live is Christ."  What was Paul
really saying?  He was saying, "For
me to live is to have Christ living His
life in me."

“For to me to live is Christ...” Phil. 1:21

Then, how do we live the
Christian life?

We live it by trusting the Lord
Jesus to live His life in us.  Instead
of our trying to live the Christian
life, we let Him live His life out
through us.  His life is always
pleasing to the Father.  He said,

"I do always those things
that please Him."

John 8:29

The Lord Jesus has not
changed.

He is still the same Person, and
He wants to live His life through us.
He will do this as we trust Him.

Let us listen once more as the
Lord Jesus speaks these wonderful
words, "I am the Vine, ye are the
branches."  We do not have to try to
make ourselves branches, we are
branches -- forever joined to Him in
a living union.

“I am the Vine, ye are the branches”

  As we live day by day, we
must count on the fact that we are
one with Christ.  Remember, FAITH

IN OUR STANDING MAKES IT
REAL IN OUR LIFE.

  What does this mean? It
means that, as we count on the fact
that we are in Christ and He is in us,
we receive the power to live as a
child of God should live.

As the branch is in the vine, so I
am in Christ.  As I trust in Him,
He will live His life in me.

            

PRAYER: "Lord
Jesus, I am a branch
in you.  I thank you
that I am in You and

You are in me.  I
shall not struggle

any more to live as I
think a Christian
should live, but I
shall trust You to

live Your life in me
day by day."

“God hath sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into

our hearts”
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HELPFUL HINTS
BIBLE READING: Fellowship with God

Here are some ideas that will help you to
fellowship with God as you read the Bible.

Why read the Bible

We read the Bible first of all in order to have
fellowship with God.  The Bible is God's word to us.  He
does not speak aloud to us but He speaks to us in our
hearts by His written Word.  If we want to hear what
God has to say to our hearts, we must read the Bible.

How to read the Bible

Read it aloud.  It will help to keep your mind on
what you are reading.

Think.  Don't be in a hurry.  Take time to think
about what you are reading.

Talk to God.  Talk to Him about what you are
reading.  If you don't understand something, tell Him so
and ask Him to help you to understand.  When you read
something helpful, tell Him so and thank Him for it.
When you read something wonderful about God, tell
Him right then how wonderful He is.

Wait on God.  This just means to be quiet before
God with your mind on Him and His word that you have
just read.

What to do about it

Mark it.  When God speaks something special to
you, underline those words in your Bible.  That is God's
word to you, personally.  A colored pencil is best for
this.  (Do not use a ball point or ink pen.  These will
"bleed" through the paper of most Bibles.)

Obey it.  Do what God tells you to do.  Sometimes
He shows us something that needs to be made right with
another person.  Be quick to obey.

Say it.  Share with others the blessings that God
gives you as you read His Word.  It will help others and
it will help you, too.

Remember it.  All through the day, let your mind
go back to the word that God spoke to you.  Talk to Him
about it in your heart.  This is fellowship with God.

QUESTIONS PAGES

 INSTRUCTIONS

1. Turn to the Question Page and fill in the answers for this lesson before going on to the next lesson.

2. When you have studied the lessons and have completed the Question Page, carefully detach the question
page.

3. Print your name and address in the space provided at the bottom of the Question Page.  Also, print your
name and return address in the top left corner of the return envelope.

4. Fold the Question Page(s) and return them to the correspondence school.  Place a First Class stamp on
the envelope and make sure the correspondence school name and address is printed on the return
envelope before mailing it back with your question pages.

Don' t  forget  to  wr i te  in  your  name and  re turn  address

Send in your Answer Sheets only!

Please study the lesson carefully before filling in the answers
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QUESTIONS

1. Our new relationship with the Lord Jesus can be expressed in two short sentences: 1. _____ _____

_____ _________   2. _________ _____ _____ _____

2. In the parable of the vine and the branches, who is the Vine?  _____ _____ _______.  Who are the

branches?  The ___________.

3. The vine and the branches are one.  They share one life.  This teaches us that we are _____ _______

_______ _______ _______.

4. The branch is in the vine.  This teaches us that we are _____ _______.  Our union with Him is a

_________ union.

5. Were we always in Christ? ______.  Before we became a child of God.  we were ______ ________.  To

graft a branch means to ________ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ and _______ ____________ _____

____________ ____.  When we were born again, God took us out of _______ and grafted us into _______.

6. Not only is the branch in the vine, but the vine is also in the branch.  This teaches us that _______ _____

_____ _____.  Not only are we ______ ________, but He is also _____ _____.

7. Christ came back to His disciples in a new and wonderful way.  He came to _______ ______ ________.

8. One of the greatest secrets of the Christian life is this: _______ ______ _____ _____.

9. Is the Christian life trying to be good?  _____.  Is it trying to imitate some good Christian?  _____.  Is it

trying to imitate Christ: _____.  The Christian life is Christ _______ _____ _____ _____ _____.

10. How do we live the Christian life?  By _________ the _______ ________ _____ _____ _____ _____

_____ _____.

DON’T

FORGET

TO WRITE

IN YOUR

NAME

AND

ADDRESS!

Tell us about yourself..   .....Please Print!
You must return answer sheet before you get next lesson.

Name________________________________________________________________

Age_______(Check if adult______) Grade_________ School____________________

Parent’s name__________________________________________________________

Mailing address_________________________________________________________

Town______________________________State______________Zip______________

 Send in your answer sheet only!


