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KEY VERSE:

"God is able to make all
grace abound toward
you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in
all things, may abound
to every good work."

\ 2 Corinthians 9:8 )

In our last lesson we learned
three great principles regarding
money and possessions:

1. God owns all things.
2. All things come from God.

3. We and all that we have
belong to God.

The Bible says that we are
God's "stewards." A steward is
one who manages the money or
property belonging to another
person. As God's stewards, we
are accountable to Him for the
way we manage what He entrusts
to us. In this lesson we will learn
how we can be good stewards,
especially in the matter of giving.
We will learn how we can use our
money to make eternal friend-
ships.

THE TEACHING OF THE
OLD TESTAMENT
REGARDING GIVING

When God brought His
people out of slavery in Egypt
and into Canaan, He gave them a
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"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you". Matthew 6:33

Course 4 Lesson 23

Gob's GUIDELINES

rich and fertile land. Of all that
they produced on this good land,
God required that they give the
first tenth to Him. This was called
"the tithe." The word "tithe" means
"the tenth."

The purpose of the tithe was
to remind the people of God's
ownership of all things and to
teach them to put God first in their
lives. God is exceedingly generous.
He allowed them to keep nine-
tenths of all that they produced,
but the tithe, or first tenth, be-
longed to Him. The Bible says,

"All the tithe of the land,
whether of the seed of the
land, or of the fruit of the tree,
is the Lord's: it is holy unto the
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The tithe belonged to God.

In addition to their tithes, God's
people gave free-will offerings.
The tithes and offerings were
given to the priests of God. This
was the means by which they
lived since they had no land of
their own. God's people were told
to bring their tithes and offerings
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hen they came to worship God.
God said,
"... they shall not appear be-
fore the Lord empty-handed.
Every man shall give as he is
able, according to the blessing
of the Lord your God which
He has given you."
Deuteronomy 16:16,17 NKJB

God was teaching His people
to give. When they gave freely to
God, God gave them abundant
crops. The Bible says,

"Honor the Lord with the
substance, and with the first
fruits of all thine increase: So
shall thy barns be filled with

plenty...." Proverbs 3:9,10

Were God's people in the Old
Testament always faithful in gi-
ving their tithes and offerings to
Him? No they were not. God said,

"Will a man rob God? Yetye
have robbed Me. But ye say,
Wherein have we robbed
Thee? In tithes and offerings."
Malachi 3:8

What happened when they
robbed God? They came under
God's chastening hand. God said,

"Ye are cursed with a curse:
for ye have robbed Me, even
this whole nation."
Malachi 3:9

When God's people repented
of their disobedience and began
once again to obey Him in the
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matter of tithes and offerings, God
poured out His blessing upon
them. God said,

"Bring ye all the tithes into the

storehouse, that there may be

meat in Mine house, and prove
Me now herewith, saith the

Lord of hosts, if | will not open

you the windows of haven, and
pour you out a blessing, that

there shall not be room
enough to receive it."
Malachi 3:10

THE TEACHING OF THE
NEW TESTAMENT
REGARDING GIVING

The great principle in the Bible
regarding giving is this: When we
give to God, God gives to us.
The Lord Jesus said,

"Give, and it shall be given
unto you; good measure,
pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over,

hall men give into your
bosom." Luke 6:38

When God gives, He give
bountifully. He is very generous.
In Jesus' time, people bought their
grain in bulk. Many sellers would
pour the grain into a measure
without allowing the buyer to shake
it down. Not so with the Lord. He
gives "good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, and run-
ning over."

SEED
RAIN
SUNSHINE
GROWTH
FRUIT
HARVEST

God gives generously.

Giving enables God to give to
us. The more we give, the more
God gives to us; the less we give,
the less God gives to us. Jesus
said,
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"For with the same measure
that ye mete (give) withal it
shall be measured (given) to
you again." Luke 6:38b

Both the Old and the New
Testaments lay down the same
teaching: When we give to God,
God gives to us. God is not poor;
neither is He stingy. He loves to
give to His children, but we must
fulfill His condition - "Give, and it
shall be given unto you."

God does not ask us to give
to Him because He is in need of
anything we have. He says, "If |
were hungry. | would not tell you:
for the world is Mine, and the
fullness thereof."

God tells us to give because
He wants His children to be like
Him. God is generous, and He
wants us to be generous. Another
reason why God asks us to give
is that we might "lay up treasure
in heaven." We cannot send our
money to Heaven, but we can give
it to win others to Christ. This is
laying up treasure in Heaven.

PRINCIPLES OF GIVING

God's Word gives us a num-
ber of principles regarding giving:

1. First, given yourself to God.

The first gift God wants from
us is ourselves. The order is: First,
give yourself to God, and then
give a portion of that which God
has given to you. The Christians
in Macedonia did just this, and
the Apostle Paul commended
them for it. Paul wrote,

"They ... first gave their own
selves to the Lord, and unto
us by the will of God."

2 Corinthians 8:5

2. Give as God has prospered
you.
In the Old Testament, God
commanded His people to give
the first tenth of all they earned to
Him. In the New Testament, God
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has not laid down a law as to how
much we are to give. Instead,
God's Word says, "Let every one
of you lay by him in store, as God
has prospered him."

What percentage of our
income should we give? We can
take the tithe (ten percent) as a
guide to the minimum we should
give, but our giving could be much
more than this. It depends on how
thankful we are for the way God
has blessed us and how strongly
we desire to "lay up treasure in
heaven."

The Christian businessman,
R.G. LeTourneau, made a prac-
tice of giving ninety percent of his
earnings to God. One day some-
one asked him, "Mr. LeTourneau,
is it true that you give ninety per-
cent of your income to the Lord?"
He replied, "No, | don't give God
anything. It all belongs to Him. 1
just keep back ten percent.”

3. Give systematically.

Giving is an act of worship,
and our giving must not be a "hit
or miss" proposition. We are to
give regularly and systematically
"upon the first day of the week"
when we come to worship God.
The Bible says,

"Upon the first day of the week
let every one of you lay by him

in store, as God has prospered
him...." 1 Corinthians 16:2

No one is excluded. Old and
young, rich and poor - all must be
involved in giving. The Bible says,
"Let EVERY ONE OF YOU lay by
him in store as God has pros-
pered him."

4. Give cheerfully and liberally.

Whatever we give to the
Lord, He wants us to give it out of
a willing heart. God does not want
us to give grudgingly. The Bible
says,

"Every man according as
he purposes in his heart,
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so let him give; not grudgin-
gly, or of necessity: for God

loves a cheerful giver."
2 Corinthians 9:7

God loves a cheerful giver

5. Give wisely.

The Lord Jesus said that we
were to be "good and wise
stewards." Some Christians give
liberally, but they are not wise in
their giving. To give to a church
or organization that is not faith-
fully preaching God's Word is not
wise giving. We should be as
careful in investing our Lord's
money as we would be in invest-
ing in a business. We should
invest it where it will bring the
greatest spiritual returns.

HOW GOD MEASURES OUR
GIVING

You do not have to possess
large sums of money to be a large
giver in God's sight. God does
not measure our giving by the
size of our gifts. He measures our
giving by how much we give out
of what we have. God looks at
how much sacrifice is involved in
our giving. By God's way of mea-
suring our giving, a poor person
can give as much or more than a
wealthy person.

Our giving should cost us
something. On one occasion, the
Lord Jesus stood at the temple
watching as the people brought
their gifts. Some were rich and
gave much. Then a poor widow
came by and put in two small
copper coins. These coins were
of little monetary value; yet, in
God's sight, this woman had given
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more than all who gave that day.
Why? Because she had given all
that she had, even her "living."
Jesus said,

"Verily | say unto you, That
this poor widow has cast more
in, than all they which have
cast into the treasury. For all
they did cast in of their
abundance; but she of her
want did cast in all that she
had, even all her living."
Mark 12:43,44

TO WHOM WOULD WE
GIVE?

In His Word, God tells us to
whom we should give:

1. We should give to our local
church.

Most of our gifts normally
should go to our local church pro-
vided that church is one where
the Bible is faithfully taught an
Christ is exalted. God has ordai-
ned that His church and His minis-
ters be supported by the gifts of
His people. The Bible says,

"Even so has the Lord
ordained that they which
preach the gospel should

live of the gospel.”
1 Corinthians 9:14

2. We should give to those
who have helped us spiritually.
We are instructed in God's
Word to share our money with
those who have taught us the
Word of God and helped us
spiritually. The Bible says,

"Let him who is taught the
word share in all good things
with him who teaches."
Galatians 6:6 NKJB

3. We should give to those in
need.

We are to give to those in
need - especially needy Christians.
This is one way by which we can
show that we have the love of
God in our heart. The Bible says,
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"Whoever has this world's
goods, and sees brother in
need, and shuts up his heart
from him, how does the love
of God dwell in him?"

1 John 3:17 NKJB

As a general rule, our giving
to the needy should be done
through the local church. All our
giving should be done simply and
without drawing any attention to
ourselves. The Bible says, "He
that gives, let him do it with
simplicity." 2

4. We should give to those
who are taking the gospel to
the lost.

Every Christian has a res-
ponsibility to get the gospel to the
lost. God's command to us is,
"Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every crea-
ture." 3 If we cannot go ourselves,
we should count it a privilege to
help support missionaries who
are taking the gospel to those
who have never heard of Christ.

GIVING IS SOWING

Giving is not throwing money
away; it is sowing. When we sow

Giving is not throwing money
away; it is sowing.

sow seed, we are not throwing it
away; we are planting it so that
we may reap a harvest later. The
size of our harvest will depend on
how much we planted. This is
true of our giving also. Writing to
the church at Corinth concerning
giving, Paul said,

"He which sows sparingly shall
reap also sparingly; and he
which sows bountifully shall

reap also bountifully."
2 Corinthians 9:6
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God wants to provide money
for the support of His churches and
money to send His servants to
the unreached people of the
world. How does He do this? He
gives money to us that we may
give to His work. He wants us to
be able to give generously. The
Bible says,

"God is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ye,
always having all sufficiency

in all things, may abound

to every good work."
2 Corinthians 9:8

The Lord Jesus Himself is
our great example in the matter of
giving. The Bible says,

"For ye know the grace of our

Lord Jesus Christ, that, though

He was rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, that ye

through His poverty might be
rich." 2 Corinthians 8:9

MAKING ETERNAL
FRIENDSHIPS

Jesus often taught His disci-
ples by means of parables. A pa-
rable is a short story that brings
out one or more spiritual truths.

In Luke 16, the Lord Jesus
told of a certain rich man who had
a steward who managed his pro-
perty for him. When the rich man
received word that his steward
was wasting his goods, he called
his steward before him to give an
account of his stewardship.

When the steward realized
that he would soon be out of a job,
he said to himself, "What shall |
do? For my master is taking the
stewardship away from me. |
cannot did; | am ashamed to beg.
| have resolved what to do, that
when | am put out of the steward-
ship, they (the friends | am going
to make) may receive me into
their houses."

Copyright & 1983 The Mailbox Club

This steward devised a plan
to provide for his future. He de-
cided to call his master's debtors
to him and make generous settle-
ments with them. In that way they
would become indebted to him
and become his "friends." Then,
when he was out of a job, these
"friends" would receive him into
their houses and provide him with
room and board.

The steward quickly began to
carry out his plan. The Bible says,
"So he called every one of his
master's debtors to him, and said
to the first, '"How much do you
owe my master?" And he said, ‘A
hundred measures of oil." So he
said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit
down quickly and write fifty.'
Then he said to another, 'And how
much do you owe?' So he said,
'A hundred measures of wheat.'
And he said to him, 'Take your
bill, and write eighty.™

The steward did likewise with
all who owed his master. What
was he doing? He was providing
for his future. He was making
"friends"” for the future time when
he would be out of his job. The
master of the steward commen-
ded his steward for his shrewd-
ness even though it meant some
loss of revenue to him. He recog-
nized that the steward needed to
provide some security for his
future.

From this parable, the Lord
would have us learn three very
important principles:

1. Life is a stewardship, not an
ownership.

All that we have belongs to
God. We do not own anything.
We are simply God's stewards,
managing what He has entrusted
to us.

2. One day we must give an
account of our stewardship.
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God has given us life, health,
talents, abilities, money, and other
things. One day we must give an
account to Him of what we have
done with that which He has en-
trusted to us. To hear Him say,
"Well done, thou good and faithful
servant,” will be worth more than
anything this world has to offer.

3. The wisest and best use of
money is using it to win others
to Christ.

Jesus summed up the heart
of the story with this statement,

"And | say to you, make
friends for yourselves by
(means of) unrighteous
mammon (money), that
when you fail (die), they
(the friends you have made)
may receive you into
everlasting habitations."
Luke 16:9 NKJB

What the Lord is saying here
is that we are to use our money
to make eternal friendships so
that these friends we helped win
to Christ may be there to wel-
come us when we enter Heaven.

The story is told of an old
gentleman in England who was
approaching his eightieth birth-
day. Not knowing what to give
him, his children and relatives
decided to pool their gifts and
give him the money to buy what
ever he wanted.

The relatives collected a sum
of money equal to about $2,400.
When he was told of this, the
old gentleman asked, "Do you
mean that you have collected
this sum of money and | can do
what | want to with it?"

When they assured him that
this was correct, he said, "l want
this money to pay for printing
the Bible in a new language for
a tribe of people who have
never had God's Word in their
own language."

The relatives checked with the
British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety. An official there said,
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"This is amazing! Some missio-
naries in Africa have been
working for years translating the
Bible into a new language. We
have just received the manus-
cript.”

When asked how much it
would cost to have the Bibles
printed in this new language, the
official said, "About three thou-
sand dollars.” Quickly the rela-
tives passed the hat around
again and collected the addi-
tional money that was needed.

In time, the Bibles were prin-
ted and on their way to this tribe

him, "You are our friend. We have
been waiting for you."

The old gentleman looks at
them in surprise and says, "But |
don't know you. Who are you?"

"You may not know us," they
say, "but we know you. You are
the one who gave the money that
made it possible for us to have
God's Word in our own language.
If it had not been for you, we would
not be here in this beautiful place.
Your are our friend forever!"

Lesson 23

ingless. A day is coming when our
stewardship will be over. In the
little time we have left we should
use our money to win others to
Christ and thus make eternal
friendships. This is the wisest
and best use of money.

Each of us should ask our-
selves these questions: Am | a
good steward of all that God has
entrusted to me? Am | using my
money to make eternal friends?
Will there be anyone to greet me
in Heaven and say to me, "It had

in Africa who had never had the
Word of God in their language
before. Many came to know
Christ as Savior throu%h reading
God's precious Word.

In our imagination, let us
picture this old gentleman as he
entered Heaven some years later.
Already many from that tribe in
Africa has died and gone to
Heaven. As he enters, a group of
people greet him and throw their
arms around him. They say to

MEDITATION GUIDE

Will there be anyone in heaven to say,
"You are my friend. | have been waiting
for you"?

A day is coming when our
money will be useless and mean-

not been for you, | would not be
in this beautiful place. Your are
my friend forever."?

Deéoscovered ¢em
The wisest and best use

of money is using is to win others
to Christ.

1. Psalm 50:12

2. Romans 12:8

3. Mark 16:15

4. Quoted by L.E. Maxwell

(TO STUDY AS YOU PREPARE FOR THE NEXT LESSON)

INSTRUCTIONS

On the following pages there is a Meditation Guide for each of the three
lessons in this booklet. Each Guide has a key verse, comments, and
questions that will help you to see from the Bible the main message of
the lesson.

AFTER YOU FINISH the Question Pages, and have sent them in, we
suggest that you work on the meditations. Do NOT send in your
meditations. They are for you to personally use and keep.

THE PURPOSE of the Meditation Guide is to help you learn how to
study the Bible on your own. It will help you to think (meditate) about a
portion of Scripture in order to understand it. It will help you learn how
to get in touch with God through His Word and through prayer.

MEDITATION. What does "meditation" mean? It does not mean to let
your mind go blank. Quite the contrary, meditation means that you get
hold of your thoughts and bring them all together to concentrate on a

KEEP THIS GUIDE

Lesson 23: GOD'S GUIDELINES FOR GIVING

Key Verse:

portion of God's Word. As you do this, it gives the Lord an opportunity to
make Himself known to you.

PAUSE TO PRAY. Before beginning each meditation, pause to pray,
quieting your heart before the Lord so that you will be ready to hear
what He has to say to you from the Bible.

If there are any words you do not understand, be sure to look them up in
a dictionary.

MEMORY VERSE. You may wish to memarize the Key Verses, or other
verses found in these Meditation Guides. Memorizing Scripture is one
of the best means to meditate on God's Word. It would also be very
helpful in keeping before you the main truth of each lesson.

NOTE: The King James Bible was used in preparing these Meditation
Guides.

Do NOT SEND IT IN

"God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may

abound to every good work."

2 Corinthians 9:8

Write out the Key verse at the top of a piece of notebook paper. Underline the words that you think are the most
important. You might underline a phrase such as, "God is able." Next, list the underlined words down the left side of the
paper, leaving room between them for writing definitions and explanations of the words. Use your dictionary for finding
definitions. Write a paragraph on what this verse means to you.
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INSTRUCTIONS

1. Turn to the Question Page as you finish each lesson. Fill in the answers for that lesson before going on to
the next lesson.

2. When you have studied all the lessons and have completed the Question Pages, prepare for mailing.
Don't forget to write in your name and return address. Send in your ANSWER SHEET ONLY!

EXAM Lesson 23

1. The great principle in the Bible regarding giving is this:

2. List five principles of giving:

a bk~ w e

3. God measures our giving by out of

4. To whom should we give?
1.
2.

5. Three principles Jesus would have us learn from the parable in Luke 16 are:
1.
2.
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Send your exam to the following address:

. Latin Evangelical Outreach
3. : P.O. Box 549
= Irvington, New Jersey 07111-0549

Do you have friends who would like to

Your Name and AddreSS ....... Please Prlnt recelve these |essons’)
*kkkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkhhkk
Please send us their address:
Complete
Name Age Complete Name
Address Address
City State :
City
ZIP Code State ZIP
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